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MONDAY   MORNING  SESSION. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  Oct.  12,  1908. 

The  Twenty-third  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  B.anch 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
was  called  to  order  at  10  A.  M.  at  As- 
sociate Hall,  Lowell,  Mass.,  with  Presi- 
dent Philip  H.  Sweet  in  the  chair. 
The  Call  for  Convention  was  read  as 
follows: 

CALL  FOR  CONVENTION. 

To  the  Membership  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Branch  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor, 
Greeting: 

Fellow-Workers: — In  compliance  with 
Article  IV  of  our  Constitution,  you  are 
hereby  notified  that  the  twenty-third 
annual  Convention  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Branch  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  will  be  held  ai 
Associate  Hall,  Associate  Building,  330 
Merrimac  street,  Lowell,  Mass.,  com- 
mencing at  10  A.  M.,  Monday,  October 
12,  1908,  and  continuing  until  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Convention  is  concluded. 

Section  1.  The  basis  of  representa- 
tion in  the  Convention  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows: Each  Union  of  200  members  or 
less  attached  to  a  National  or  Inter- 
national Union,  when  one  is  in  exist- 
ence, shall  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate, 
and  an  additional  Delegate  for  the 
next  200  or  majority  fraction  thereof; 
but  no  Union  shall  be  allowed  more 
than  five  representatives. 

Sec.  2.  Each  Central  Labor  Union 
composed  of  miscellaneous  bodies  shall 
be  entitled  to  two  delegates. 

Sec.  3.  Unions  withdrawing  from 
the  State  Federation  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  representation  unless  they 
have  re-affiliated  at  least  three  months 
prior  to  the  holding  of  the  Convention. 
Sec.  4.  Unions  organized  prior  to 
the  Convention  with  the  consent  of  the 
Executive  Board  will  be  entitled  to 
affiliation  and  representation. 

Sec.  5.  Unions  in  existence  ninety 
days  prior  to  the  date  of  the  holding 
of  the  Convention  must  affiliate  with 


the  State  Branch  sixty  days  prior  to 
the  Convention  to  be  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation. 

Sec.  6.  No  organization  which  has 
seceded  from  any  Local,  National  or 
International  organization  shall  be  al- 
lowed representation  or  recognition  in 
this  Federation. 

Sec.  7.  No  man  or  woman,  a  mem- 
ber from  any  seceded  local  or  inde- 
pendent organization,  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  represent  any  union  as  a  dele- 
gate to  this  Convention. 

Sec.  8.  Delegates  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  a  seat  in  the  Convention  of 
this  body  unless  their  organization  is 
in  good  standing,  as  defined  in  Arti- 
cle IV,  Section  9. 

Sec.  9.  Any  organization  affiliated 
with  this  Federation  not  paying  its 
per  capita  tax  on  or  before  the  fif- 
teenth of  each  month  shall  be  notified 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Federation, 
and  if  at  the  end  of  six  months  it  is 
still  in  arrears,  it  may,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Executive  Council,  be  sus- 
pended from  membership  in  the  Fed- 
eration, and  can  only  be  reinstated 
upon  payment  of  all  arrears. 

Sec.  10.  Only  bona  fide  wage  work- 
ers, who  are  not  members  of,  or  eligi- 
ble to  membership  in  other  trade 
Unions,  are  eligible  as  delegates  from 
Federal  Labor  Unions. 

Hotel  accommodation  has  been  se- 
cured at  the  Merrimac  House,  310  Mer- 
rimac street,  opposite  City  Hall,  which 
will  be  the  headquarters,  the  rates  to 
be  $1.50  per  day.  This  hotel  is  within 
one  minute's  walk  of  the  Convention 
Hall. 

We  sincere^  trust  that  the  united 
efforts  of  organized  labor  will  assist  in 
making  our  next  Convention  at  Lowell 
the  strongest  numerically,  and  the 
most  powerful  intellectually  ever  held 
in  the  annals  of  our  State  Branch. 

It  becomes  necessary  to  have  these 
two  qualifications  well  represented  in 
Lowell,  as  we  have  very  many  per- 
plexing problems  to  solve,  so  as  to 
enable  the  organized  workers  of  our 
Commonwealth  to  raise  the  standard 
of  our  living  condition  and  a  better 
possibility  to  extend  our  efforts  on  be- 
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half  of  our  women  and  children  to 
live  the  life  granted  to  us  by  our  Con- 
stitution of  these  United  States  of 
America. 

It  should  be  the  aim  of  our  State 
Branch  in  Convention  to  cement  their 
action  so  firmly  that  we  may  be  in  a 
positioD  to  strike  terror  into  the  hearts 
of  our  avowed  enemies  (Employers' 
Association),  and  be  welcomed  t>y 
those  for  whom  we  are  continually 
striving  to  uplift. 

With  these  principles  in  view,  we 
ask  your  earnest  co-operation,  by  se- 
lecting from  your  several  affiliated 
bodies,  the  men  or  women  whom,  in 
your  wisdom,  can  best  cope  with  the 
important  matters  which  will  be  pre- 
sented for  consideration  at  our  next 
Convention  at  Lowell.  October  12, 1908. 

Fraternally  vours, 
PHILIP  H.  SWEET,  President. 
THOMAS  J.  DURNIN,  First  Vice-Pres. 
PATRICK  F.   SHEEHAN, 

Second  Vice-Pres. 
JAMES  W.  WALL,  Third  Vice-Pres. 
WILLIAM  J.  SMITH,  Fourth  Vice-Pres. 
DENNIS  D.  DRISCOLL,  Sec'y-Treas. 
MARTIN  T.  JOYCE,  Acting  Sec.-Treas. 

President  Sweet  introduced  to  the 
delegates  Joseph  Convery,  President  of 
the  Lowell  Trades  and  Labor  Council 
of  Lowell,  and  welcomed  delegates  to 
the  convention  in  behalf  of  organized 
labor  of  the  city,  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  and  Brother  Delegates 
to  the  23rd  Annual  Convention  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.:  — 
As  President  of  the  Trades  and 
Labor  Council  of  Lowell,  I  wish  to 
extend  a  hearty  greeting  to  this,  your 
twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the 
State  Branch.  At  the  same  time,  1 
wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  22nd 
annual  convention  held  at  Milford  for 
giving  us  the  honor  of  having  our  con- 
vention held  in  our  city,  one  of  the 
leading  textile  centres  of  the  country. 
We  are  in  a  position  here  today  where 
we  need  a  convention  of  this  kind  in 
order  to  inject  some  enthusiasm  into 
our  movement  in  the  city  of  Lowell. 
It  is  a  difficult  proposition  for  the 
president  of  the  central  body  of  Low- 
ell to  have  to  stand  here  and  admit  it, 
still,  I  am  obliged  to  say  that  the  labor 
movement  In  Lowell  is  nothing  com- 
pared with  what  it  ought  to  be.  I 
hope  and  trust  that  your  visit  to  our 
city  will  be  long  enough  to  help  us 
out  to  a  certain  extent  and  try  and 
make  this  movement  of  ours  what  we 
would  like  to  see  it,  if  possible,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but 
what  you  will  leave  something  behind 
to  remind   those  on   the  outside  that 


their  place  is  in  the  trade  movement 
of  our  city. 

Now,  I  wish  to  shorten  up  this  little 
address  of  mine  as  quickly  as  possible 
owing  to  the  fact  that  this  convention 
wants  to  finish  its  business  as  soon 
as  possible  and  get  through  by  Thurs- 
day, as  we  usually  do,  and  I  wish  to 
thank  you  one  and  all  for  your  kind- 
ness for  coming  here  and  I  trust  you 
will  enjoy  yourselves  during  your  stay 
in  our  city.  Now,  as  I  wish  to  be  as 
brief  as  possible,  I  will  outline  the 
programme  for  the  week.  Tonight  we 
have  in  this  hall  a  complimentary 
dance  and  ball,  tendered  to  the  dele- 
gates of  the  State  Branch.  Tomorrow 
night  we  have  a  reception  at  Forest- 
ers' Hall;  Wednesday  night,  which  I 
consider  the  most  important  of  any 
night  during  the  session,  we  will  hold 
a  labor  demonstration  here  in  Asso- 
ciate Hall,  and  we  want  the  State 
Branch  to  be  well  represented  on  this 
platform  with  some  of  the  old-time 
fighters  that  are  ever  ready  to  come 
to  the  front  and  help  the  weak  ones 
and  start  new  organizations.  They 
started  out  well  last  night  with  the 
Bartenders'  Union  down  at  our  head- 
quarters, which  was  in  bad  shape  in 
our  city,  and  now  that  we  have  them 
coming  we  are  in  hopes  they  will  stay. 
This  is  the  third  time  we  have  got 
them  together.  I  belong  to  a  local 
myself  and  this  is  the  third  time  we 
have  re-organized,  but  we  have  this 
time  joined  to  stay.  There  is  no  fool- 
ing us  this  time. 

And  I  wish  now  to  state  that  this 
hall  has  been  donated  for  this  con- 
vention by  one  of  the  best  friends  we 
have  in  the  city  of  Lowell,  and  I  may 
say  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
Humphrey  O'SuIlivan.  I  don't  believe 
I  am  capable  of  eulogizing  Mr.  O'Sul- 
livan.  If  there  is  any  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  the  delegates  I  would  refer 
them  to  the  Typographical  Union 
when  they  were  out  fighting  for  the 
8-hour  day  and  they  can  vouch  for  his 
staunch  friendship  for  them, — he  car- 
rying a  trade  card  in  his  pocket  him- 
self. There  has  been  one  request 
made,  that  I  would  like  to  state,  and 
that  is  to  refrain  as  much  as  possible 
from  smoking  or  expectorating  on  the 
floor  of  this  hall,  as  we  pride  our- 
selves on  its  being  one  of  the  best  in 
the  city,  if  not  the  best.  This  hall 
will  be  used  tonight  for  dancing  pur- 
poses and  we  have  the  pleasure  to  ex- 
tend an  invitation  to  the  delegates 
here  to  be  sure  and  come  tonight  and 
have  their  badges  on  and  we  will  show 
them  some  of  the  fairest  of  the  fair 
that  stands  in  Massachusetts.    I  heard 
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the  boast  made  by  one  of  the  towns- 
men of  the  town  of  Milford,  advertis- 
ing the  ladies  there  that  were  eligible 
to  those  that  were  marriageable,  but 
we  have  them  beat  a  mile.  We  can 
give  them  to  you  in  bunches.  Those 
are  the  conditions. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  state  that 
there  is  a  vacant  chair  here  today  of 
one  of  the  best  friends  the  State 
Branch  ever  had  in  Massachusetts.  I 
refer  to  our  deceased  President,  com- 
monly known  as  "Teddy  Cohen."  He 
was  a  man  that  was  ever  ready  to 
come  to  the  front,  a  man  that  came  to 
our  assistance  on  several  occasions, 
and  by  this  means  we  are  able  in  this 
district  of  ours  to  put  a  job  up  on  a 
man  that  saw  fit  to  duck  the  Overtime 
Bill;  "Teddy"  was  to  the  front,  first, 
last  and  every  time.  I  hope  there  will 
be  fitting  resolutions  passed  at  this 
Convention  in  his  memory.  There  is, 
however,  the  consolation  that  we  have 
Brothers  Driscoll  and  Huddell  left 
after  that  affray. 

Now,  I  wish  to  say  that  we  hope  that 
you  gentlemen  will  enjoy  yourselves 
while  you  remain  in  our  city.  Our 
finances  are  not  of  the  best.  We  had 
a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  Lowell  dur- 
ing the  past  winter  owing  to  the 
trouble  in  the  Bigelow  Carpet  Com- 
pany, so  we  ask  you  to  be  a  little 
lenient  with  us  under  the  circum- 
stances and  we  will  try  and  make  it 
as  pleasant  as  possible  for  you  while 
you  remain  in  our  city.  I  thank  you 
for  your  attention. 

In  introducing  Mayor  Farnham, 
President  Sweet  said: 

"We  have  here  with  us  today  an- 
other gentleman  who  wishes  to  say 
a  few  words  to  the  delegates  to  this 
convention,  and  it  gives  us  great 
pleasure  now  to  introduce  to  you, 
Mayor  Farnham  of  the  city  of  Lowell." 

On  behalf  of  the  city,  Mayor  Farn- 
ham made  an  address  of  welcome  to 
the  delegates,  as  follows: 
Mr.    President   and   Delegates   to   the 

Convention:  — 

It  is  an  honor  and  very  great  plea- 
sure for  me  this  morning  to  greet  you 
and  extend  to  you  my  welcome  to 
this,  our  good  city,  and  to  express  the 
hope  that  your  convention  will  be 
both  profitable  and  pleasureable.  You 
honor  the  city  of  Lowell  in  coming 
here  for  your  deliberations.  The  city 
appreciates  that  honor,  and  will, 
through  her  officers  and  citizens,  ex- 
tend to  you  hearty  hospitality.  The 
city  of  Lowell  is  essentially  a  city  of 
laborers,  who  spin  and  weave  and  toil 
to  produce  the  necessaries  for  others, 
and  oftentimes  ourselves  getting  only 


a  meagre  living.  We  commend  the 
efforts  of  the  representatives  of  labor 
to  better  the  conditions  of  the  working 
people  and  to  bring  about  such  a  dis- 
tribution of  the  profits  of  labor  that 
the  humble  may  rise  from  their  humi- 
lity. Organized  labor  preaches  and 
practices  the  doctrine  of  equality. 
Its  strongest  efforts  are  put  forth  to 
aid  those  who  are  sorest  distressed; 
in  your  order  the  strong  lend  a  help- 
ing hand  to  the  weak.  I  congratulate 
you  upon  your  earnest  purpose. 

To  this  address,  President  Sweet 
responded  for  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Mayor:  On  behalf  of  the  dele- 
gates to  this  convention,  I  wish  to 
thank  you  for  your  kind  words  of  wel- 
come and  good  fellowship  and  while 
you  are  with  us  here  this  morning,  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  about  The 
movement  in  which  we  are  interested. 

This  movement  of  ours  is  an  earnest 
one,  we  are  not  in  it  as  a  mere  matter 
of  amusement,  nor  as  a  means  where- 
by we  might  while  away  an  idle  hour; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  stern  neces- 
sity that  compels  us.  We,  the  working 
people,  have  come  to  realize  that  if 
we  wish  to  remain  respectable  mem- 
bers of  society,  we  need  and  are  en- 
titled to  something  more  than  mere 
food  to  keep  us  alive,  clothes  to  cover 
our  nakedness  and  a  roof  to  shelter 
us.  We  believe  that  we  need  and  are 
entitled  to  something  higher  and  bet- 
ter,— "some  of  the  pleasures  in  life," 
as  one  of  our  American  writers  puts 
it.  We  want  something  more  of  plea- 
sure than  ten  million  tomes.  We 
want  work,  and  we  want  leisure;  we 
want  clubs  and  we  want  homes,  but 
we  have  learned  from  sad  experience 
that  to  ask  for  what  we  want  individu- 
ally would  mean  utter  failure.  There- 
fore, the  only  thing  left  for  us  to  do 
is  to  ask  for  what  we  want  collective- 
ly, thereby  comes  the  labor  union  and 
through  this  labor  union  those  things 
we  desire  are  coming,  not  so  fast, 
possibly,  as  what  we  might  wish,  but 
they  are  coming  just  the  same.  All  I 
need  to  back  up  that  statement  is  to 
refer  you  to  our  organized  crafts,  and 
one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  bring- 
ing this  convention  to  this,  your  city, 
is  the  hope  that  we  might  arouse  the 
working  people  of  this  city  to  take  an 
interest  in  their  own  welfare,  by  show- 
ing to  them  what  the  labor  movement 
is  doing  for  its  members  in  other  cities 
and  to  endeavor  to  instill  into  their 
minds  this  truth:  that  what  is  possi- 
ble for  the  labor  unions  to  do  in  one 
city  is  possible  for  the  labor  unions  to 
do  in  another  city,  and  what  is  possi- 
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ble  for  organized  people  of  one  craft 
to  do  is  possible  for  organized  people 
of  another  craft  to  do.  There  are  no 
patent  rights  on  the  methods  we  adopt. 
They  are  all  as  clear  as  an  open  book 
that  "he  who  runs  might  read."  We 
are  all  endowed  with  a  certain  amount 
of  intelligence  and  energy.  All  that 
is  necessary  is  to  put  that  endowment 
into  practice. 

Our  labor  union  has  let  into  our 
lives  a  little  sunshine  and  like  Mrs. 
Wiggs  of  the  Cabbage  Patch,  we  wish 
to  pass  that  around,  by  going  out 
preaching  and  teaching  the  gospel  of 
the  trade  union. 

Again,  I  thank  you  Mr.  Mayor,  for 
your  kind  words  of  welcome. 

President  Sweet  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing committee: 

Assistant  secretary,  James  R.  Cro- 
zier. 

Sergeant-at-arms,  William  E.  Re- 
gan. 

Messenger,  M.  A.  Lee. 

Josepn  Convery  announced  the  fol- 
lowing orogramme  for  the  wsek: 

Monday  night:  Complimentary 
dance  to  the  delegates. 

Tuesday  night.  Reception  at  For- 
esters' Hall. 

Wednesday  night:  Labor  demon- 
stration in  Associate  Hall. 

James  R.  Crozier  reported  for  the 
Credential  Committee  as  follows: 

We,  the  undersigned,  your  Commit- 
tee on  Credentials,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

Number  of  credentials,  154,  present- 
ed as  follows: 

BOSTON: 

Wm.  H.  Frazier,  Atlantic  Coast  Sea- 
men. 

Chris  Mallen,  Barbers. 

Chas.  O'Donnell,  Barbers. 

James  English,  Bartenders  77. 

John  W.  Conley,  Bartenders,  77. 

Robert  J.  McCormack,  Bartenders 
77. 

James  J.  Connors,  Bartenders  77. 

Michael  J.  Quinn,  Bartenders   77. 

Wm.  Kobs,  Bottlers  and  Drivers  122. 

W.  Larkin,  Bottlers  and  Drivers  122. 

Konrad  Young,  Brewery  14. 

Edmund  F.  Ward,  Brewery  29. 

John  Harney.  Brewery  29. 

John  C.  Casey,  Brewery  29. 

John  E.  Potts,  Carpenters  33. 

C.  J.  Gallagher,  Carpenters  33. 

J.  R.  Crozier,  Carriage  Workers  9. 

Patrick  Maloney,  C.  L.  U. 

M.  T.  Joyce,  C.  L.  "U. 

Wm.  Kinder,  Cigarmakers  97. 

Frank  McCarthy,  Cigarmakers  97. 

Patrick  Mahoney,  Cigarmakers  97. 


Anna  T.  Bowen,  Cigar  Tobacco 
Strippers  8156. 

John  J.  Fenton,  Coal  Teamsters  68. 

Robert  J.  Lynch,  Coal  Teamsters  68. 

Burel  J.  Shorley,  Coopers  58. 

Philip  H.  Sweet,  Coopers  89. 

J.  J.  McLaughlin,  Electrical  Work- 
ers 103. 

L.  W.  E.  Kimball,  Electrical  Work- 
ers 103. 

E.  B.  Connors,  Electrical  Workers 
104. 

A.  W.  Daniels,  Coal  Hoisting  Engi- 
neers 74. 

P.  J.  Thornton,  Firemen  3. 

M..  Biller,  Garment  Workers  1. 

Wm.  Wixted,  Hatter. 

A.  M.  Huddell,  H.  &  P.  Engineers  4. 

E.  F.  Connolly,  Lamplighters. 

F.  C.  Kingman,  Musicians. 
T.  C.  Keleher,  Musicians. 
Geo.  Boehr,  Musicians. 

J.  A.  French,  Musicians. 

Thomas  Mullaly,  Musicians. 

Frank  T.  Brugman,  Newspapers 
Wagon  Drivers  259. 

John  Weaver  Sherman,  Newspapers 
Writers. 

James  P.  Timilty,  Paving  Dept. 

M.  F.  O'Brien,  Paving  Emp.  6751. 

J.  H.  Barry,  Paving  Emp. 

Geo.  F.  Tagen,  Piano  Movers  343. 

Louis  R.  Sullivan,  Riggers. 

James  F.  Welsh,  Sign  Writers. 

Michael  Murphy,   Stablemen. 

Henry  Sterling,  Typo.  13. 

Thomas  M.  Nolan,  Typo.  13. 

John  T.  Sinnott,  Typo.  13. 

M.  J.  Young,  Iron  Workers  7. 

John  E.  Laycock,  Waiters  80. 

John  E.  Finnigan,  Waiters  80. 

John  J.  Karney,  Waiters  80. 

John  J.  Hynes,  Sheet  Metal  Work- 
ers 17. 

J.  F.  Kennedy,  Sheet  Metal  Work- 
ers 17. 

A.  M.  McKenzie,  Engineers  16. 

M.  C.  Roche,  Horseshoers  5. 

G.  E.  Curran,  Stage  Employees. 

BROCKTON: 

J.  Frank  Doyle,  St.  Carmen  235. 
Frank  W.  Gifford,  C.  L.  U. 
E.  Gerry  Brown,  C.  L.  U. 
Patrick  O.  Byrne,  Shoe  Workers  118. 
Thomas  C.  Farrell,  Shoe  Workers  118. 
Michael  E.  Milan,  Shoe  Workers  365. 
John  HaskelL  Shoe  Workers  365. 
Dennis    E.    McCarthy,    Shoe    Work- 
ers 365. 
T.  Edward  McDonald,  Finishers  37. 
Wm.  A.  Reardon,  Finishers  37. 
Geo.  Coots,  Finishers  37. 
Emmet  T.  Walls,  Shoe  Workers  111. 
Frank  M.  Bumps,  Shoe  Workers  111. 
Henry  Berry,  Shoe  Wokers  111. 


PKOCEEDINGS 


A.  C  Willett,  Shoe  Workers  74. 
Joseph  Carver,  Shoe  Workers  74. 
James  Cox,  Shoe  Workers  74. 

CAMBRIDGE: 

John  T.  Cooper,  C.  L.  U. 
Michael  D.  Collins,  C.  L.  U. 
John  J.   Corcoran,   Cambridge   City- 
men. 
John  J.  Hill,  Sausage  Makers. 

FALL  RIVER: 

Joseph  Waterhouse,  C.  L.  U. 
John  W.  Powers,  C.  L.  U. 

FITCHBURG: 

Win.  Stolba,  C.  L.  U. 
Charles  Smith,  C.  L.  U. 

HAVERHILL: 

Jacob  A.  Heckman,  C.  L.  U. 
Frank  W.  Varney,  C.  L.  U. 

HOLYOKE: 

T.  J.  Durnin,  Bartenders  81. 
E.  S.  Alden,  C.  L   U. 
J.  P.  Bleasms,  C.  L.  U. 

LANESVILLE: 

Carl  Bergstrom,  Paving  Cutters  52. 

LAWRENCE : 

Robert  C.  Maloney,  C.  L.  U. 

Stephen  Scully,  C.  L.  U. 

J.  P.  Sullivan,  Bartenders  90. 

J.  H.  Crowley,  Bottlers  119. 

T.  B.  Yates,  Painters  44. 

M.  J.  Haggerty,  St.  Carmen  261. 

B.  J.  Keaveny,  Typo.  51. 

LOWELL: 

H.  J.  Gallagher,  Firemen  14. 
Dennis  Healey,  Leatners  Workers. 
Victor  Turnquist,  Leathers  Workers. 
John  Ourell,  Musicians  83. 
Wm.  E.  Sprule,  St.  Carmen  280. 
T.  W.  Cunningham,  St.  Carmen  280. 
Patrick  Coughlin,  Coal  Teamsters  72. 
J.  F.  Connery,  C.  L.  U. 
T.  J.  Regan,  C.  L.  U. 
Wm.  F.  Cole,  Typo.  10. 

LYNN: 

John  J.  Griffin,  Bartenders  86. 
J.  F.  Lovett,  Shoemakers  206. 
J.  J.  Chatterton,  Shoemakers  32. 
John  D.  Dullea,  Shoemakers  108. 
A.  W.  Clarke,  Carpenters  595. 


Chas.  S.  Gibson,  C.  L.   U. 
Roscoe  G.  Hall.  C.  L.  U. 
Wm.  French,  St.  Carmens  238. 

MILPX)RD: 

Thomas  Hynes,  Bartenders  96. 
Daniel  F.  Carney,  C.  L.  U. 
James  Garvey,  C.  L.  U. 

NEW  BEDFORD: 

M.  J.  Cairns,  Bartenders  100. 
John  Hallowell,  C.  L.  U. 

NEWTON: 
Jere  Herlihy,  City  Emp. 

NO.  ABINGTON: 

P.   H.   Loftus,   Shoe  Workers   371. 
J.  E.  McGerrigle,  Shoe  Workers  371. 
C.  F.  Murphy,  Shoe  Workers  371. 

NO.    ADAMS: 

W.  J.  Smith,  C.  L.  U. 

PITTSFIELD: 

J.  Quirk,  Bartenders  114. 
J.  A.  McDonough,  C.  L.  U. 
Dennis  Daley,  C.  L.  U. 

QUINCY: 

J.  C.  Faircloth,  St.  Carmen  253. 
C.  W.  Hanscom,  C.  L.  U. 
H.  Marr,  Shipwrights  68. 

ROCKLAND: 

J.  H.  Gallagher,  Shoe  Workers  48 
A.  B.  Higgins,   Shoe  Workers  48. 
C.  Mason,  Shoe  Workers  48. 
W.  P.  Mackey,  C.  L.  U. 
Rev.  Mr.  Kimball,  C.  L.  U. 

SALEM: 

Marcus  Shea,  St.  Carmen  246. 

SPRINGFIELD: 

Paul  H.  Raffold,  C.  L.  U. 

J.  F.  Mahoney,  Cigarmakers  49. 

WAKEFIELD: 

Alex.  Smyth,  Carmen  249. 
WALTHAM: 

A.  P.  Kaveney,  C.  L.  U. 
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WESTFIELD: 

John  R.  Kerwan,  Cigarmakers  28. 
WHITMAN: 

J.  H.  Keran,  Shoe  Workers  69. 

WORCESTER: 

John  Reardon,  Carmen  22. 
Patrick  Shea,  Carmen  22. 
P.  J.  Mahoney,  Brewery  Workers  136. 
L.  Greenfield,  Iron  Workers  67. 
C.  A.  Cullen,  C.  L.  U. 
Alex.   Moir,   C.   L.   U. 
Geo.   Apholt,   Cigarmakers  92. 
J.  F.  Donoghoe,  Coal  Teamsters  309. 
G.  H.  Miller,  Electrical  Workers  96. 
C.  J.  Carmody,  Painters  48. 
We  recommend  that  these  delegates 
be  seated. 

J.  F.   CONVERY,   Chairman. 

D.  F.   CARNEY. 
M.  T.  JOYCE. 

J.    R.    CROZIER. 

E.  T.  WALLS. 

On  motion  of  M.  D.  Collins  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  be  ac- 
cepted: amended  by  Delegate  Dullea 
of  Lynn  that  the  report  be  accepted 
and  the  delegates  seated:  motion  car- 
ried as  amended. 

President  Sweet  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing committees: 

CREDENTIAL   COMMITTEE. 

Joseph  F.  Convery,  C.  L.  U.,  Lowell. 
J.  R.  Crozier,  Carriage  &  Wagon  Work- 
ers, Boston. 
D%  F.  Carney,  C.  L.  U.,  Milford. 
E.  T.  Walls,  Shoe  Workers,  Brockton. 
M.  T.  Joyce,  C.  L.  U.,  Boston. 

DISTRIBUTION    COMMITTEE. 

M.  T.  Joyce,  C.  L.  U.,  Boston. 
Anna  T.  Bowen,  Cigar  Strippers,  Bos- 
ton. 
C.  Carmody,  Painters,  Worcester. 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  REPORT. 

Edmund  F.  Ward,  Brewery  Workers  29, 
Boston. 

John  W.  Powers,  C.  L.  U.,  Fall  River. 

Charles  W.  Hanscom,  C.  L.  U.,  Quincy. 

Wm.  H.  Frazier,  Seamen's  Union,  Bos- 
ton. 

M.  D.  Collins,  C.  L.  U.,  Cambridge. 

John  H.  Gallagher,  Shoe  Workers  48, 
Rockland. 

Marcus  Shea,  St.  Carmen  246,  Salem. 


GRIEVANCE   COMMITTEE. 

John  J.  Griffin,  Bartenders  86,  Lynn. 

E.  F.  Connolly,  Lamplighters,  Boston. 

D.  E.  McCarthy,  Dressers  &  Packers 
365.  Brockton. 

D.  Daley,  C.  L.  U.,  Pittsfield. 

A.  Kaveney,  C.  L.  U.,  Waltham. 

C.  J.  Gallagher,  Carpenters  33,  Boston. 

Dennis  Healey,  Leather  Workers,  Low- 
ell. 

COMMITTEE    ON    OFFICERS'    RE- 
PORT. 

Geo    F.   Tagen,  Furniture  Movers  343, 

Boston. 
A.  M.  Huddell,  H.  &  P.  Engineers  4, 

Boston. 

A.  W.  Clark,  Carpenters  595,  Lynn. 
J.  J.  English,  Bartenders  77,  Boston. 
J.  Hallowell,  C.  L.  U.,  New  Bedford. 
C.  Mallen,  Barbers  182,  Boston. 

B.  J.  Shorley,  Coopers  58,  Boston. 


RESOLUTION    COMMITTEE. 

Frank  H.  McCarthy,  Cigarmakers  97, 
Boston. 

Geo.  E.  Curran,  Stage  Employees,  Bos- 
ton. 

J.  F.  Mahoney,  Cigarmakers  49,  Spring- 
field. 

Chas.  Smith,  C.  L.  U.,  Fitchburg. 

M.  J.  Cairns,  Bartenders  100,  New  Bed- 
ford. 

Thos.  C.  Farrell,  Shoe  Workers  118, 
Brockton. 

J.  Reardon,  St.  Carmen,  Worcester. 

COMMITTEE  ON  RULES. 

E.  Gerry  Bown,  C.  L.  U.,  Brockton. 

A.  McKenzie,  Engineers  16,  Boston. 

Wm.  E,  Sproule,  St.  Carmen  280,  Low- 
ell. 

John  D.  Dullea,  Shoe  Workers  108, 
Lynn. 

L.  R.  Sullivan,  Riggers,  Boston. 

John  J.  Fenton,  Coal  Teamsters  68, 
Boston. 

Geo.  Apholt.  Cigarmakers  92,  Worces- 
ter. 


LEGISLATION   REPORT. 

P.  Maloney,  C.  L.  U.,  Boston. 

Thos.  B.  Yates,  Painters  44,  Lawrence. 

J.  E.  Potts,  Carpenters  33,  Boston. 

H.  Marr,  Shipwright  68,  Quincy. 

T.  C.  Keliher,  Musicians  9,  Boston. 

S.  Scully,  C.  L.  U.,  Lawrence. 

F.  W.  Gifford,  C.  L.  U.,  Brockton. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION. 

J.  K.  Sinnott,  Typographical  13,  Boston. 

E.  S.  Alden.  C.  L.  U.,  Holyoke. 

J.    F.    Donoghoe,   Coal    Teamsters   308, 
Worcester. 

J.  Harney,  Brewery  Workers  29,  Bos- 
ton. 

Wm.  Kinder,  Cigarmakers  97,  Boston. 

J.  Carver,  Sole    Leather    Workers    74, 
Brockton. 

Carl    Bergstrom,    Paving    Cutters    52, 
Lanesville. 
Vice-President     T.     J.     Durnin     was 

called  to   the    Chair    while    President 

Sweet  read  his  report,  as  follows: 

PRESIDENT  SWEET'S  REPORT. 

October  12,  1908. 
To  the   Officers   and  Delegates  of   the 
23rd  Annua]  Convention  of  the  Mass. 
State   Branch,   American   Federation 
of  Labor,  Greeting: 

Once  more  we  are  assembled  in  an- 
nual convention  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
viewing the  work  of  the  past  year  and 
to  discuss  and  legislate  for  the  com- 
ing year  such  measures  and  things  that 
will  tend  to  the  uplifting  of  the  toilers 
in  general  and  the  organized  workers 
in  particular. 

The  year  that  has  passed  has  been  a 
momentous  one  for  our  organization. 
Scarcely  had  we  begun  the  work  of 
the  year  when  by  one  fell  swoop  we 
were  deprived  of  the  services  of  the 
man,  who,  one  year  ago,  we  were  de- 
lighted to  honor  by  re-electing  him  as 
President,  the  highest  gift  in  our 
power,  and  also  that  of  our  tiied  and 
true  Secretary-Treasurer. 

You  will  all  remember  the  feeling 
of  awe  that  swept  this  entire  country 
on  December  5th,  1907,  when  our  late 
beloved  President  Edward  Cohen,  and 
our  honored  and  trusted  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  Dennis  D.  Driscoll,  were 
the  victims  of  the  fury  of  a  maniac 
named  Steele  in  the  Executive  Cham- 
ber of  the  State  House.  Shot  down 
without  a  moment's  notice,  our  Presi- 
dent never  recovered  consciousness 
and  died  the  next  day.  For  many 
weary  days  the  life  of  Secretary-Treas- 
urer Driscoll  hung  in  the  balance,  and 
the  prayers  and  hopes  of  the  toilers  of 
the  entire  country  were  offered  for  his 
recovery. 

It  is  seldom  that  an  organization 
has  the  good  fortune  to  have  at  ics 
head  two  such  men  as  Edward  Cohen 
and  Dennis  D.  Driscoll,  and  to  be  de- 
prived of  them  in  such  a  manner  was 
a  calamity  that  not  only  shocked  the 
community   in    general   but   it  seemed 


to  paralyze  our  movements  for  the 
time  being.  During  the  next  few 
weeks  our  entire  attention  was  devot- 
ed to  the  affairs  of  the  victims  and  the 
sufferer. 

On  Sunday,  December  7th,  1907,  there 
was  a  public  lying  in  state  of  our  dead 
President  in  Wells  Memorial  Hall,  and, 
it  is  safe  to  say,  there  never  was  such 
an  outpouring  of  people  as  visited  the 
hall  to  view  the  remains.  There  was 
one  continuous  stream  of  relatives, 
friends  and  sympathizers  for  over  six 
hours.  Every  walk  of  life  was  repre- 
sented. The  rich  and  the  poor,  the 
high  and  the  low,  the  merchant,  the 
manufacturer  and  the  workingman, 
together  with  the  wives,  mothers 
and  sisters  of  the  toilers,  all 
came  to  pay  their  last  respect  to  the 
man,  who,  by  his  thoughtful  care  and 
conservative  ways,  had  endeared  him- 
self to  all  workers.  His  remains  were 
escorted  to  the  South  Station,  Boston, 
by  several  hundred  union  men  who 
marched  through  the  street  in  funeral 
procession  headed  by  a  band  from  the 
Boston  Musicians  Association. 

He  was  buried  as  becomes  a  union 
man  in  the  family  lot  at  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  These  vere  very  dark  days  for. the 
members  of  organized  labor,  but  we 
had  many  dreary  days  of  waiting  in 
Brother  Driscoll's  case.  Gathered 
around  his  bedside  at  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,  anxiously  wait- 
ing every  scrap  of  welcome  news,  were 
his  brave  and  loyal  wife,  who  had 
only  been  a  few  days  out  of  a  sick 
bed,  fighting  bravely  between  grief  and 
fortitude,  and  the  other  members  of 
his  family  and  close  friends.  We 
thank  God  that  his  life  has  been 
spared  and  that  he  is  able  to  be  with 
us  once  again  and  I  know  you  will  all 
join  with  me  in  congratulating  him 
upon  his  complete  recovery.  To  Mrs. 
Cohen  and  her  children  we  tender  our 
heartfelt  sympathy.  Bereft  of  a  hus- 
band's protection  and  father's  love,  we 
trust  to  time,  the  great  healer  of  sor- 
rows, to  lighten  the  burden  of  grief. 

It  was  decided  by  your  Council  to 
co-operate  with  the  Boston  Central 
Labor  Union  in  raising  a  testimonial 
for  the  victims  of  the  tragedy. 

The  Joint  Committee  was  composed 
of  the  following.  Frank  H.  McCarthy, 
Cigarmakers  Union  No.  97,  Chairman; 
Philip  H.  Sweet,  President  State 
Branch,  Treasurer;  G.  Harry  Dunder- 
dale,  Writers  Union  1.  Secretary; 
James  R.  Crozier,  Carriage  and  Wagon 
Workers  Union,  Michael  J.  Sheehan, 
Amalgamated  Coal  Teamsters  No.  68, 
George  F.  Tagen,  Piano  and  Furniture 
Movers   Union,    John   H.   Hines.   Vice- 
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President,  Boston  C.  L.  U.,  Arthur  M. 
Huddell,  Hoisting  and  Portable  Engin- 
eers, and  Secretary  Abrahams  of  the 
Boston  C.  L.  U.  The  work  of  this  com- 
mittee was  very  thorough.  Each  mem- 
ber was  given  a  district  which  he  cov- 
ered nightly  with  the  result  that  every 
union  in  Boston  and  vicinity  was  vis- 
ited and  an  appeal  made  for  funds. 
Messrs.  Kidder,  Peabody  &  Company, 
Bankers,  Devonshire  Street,  Boston, 
consented  to  receive  funds.  Circulars 
were  sent  broadcast  to  Labor  organi- 
zations throughout  the  State  and  Coun- 
try and  a  number  of  unions  were 
reached  through  the  active  co-opera- 
tion of  the  officials  of  the  International 
and  National  Unions.  The  fund 
reached  the  magnicent  sum  of  $10,- 
023.95  and  after  the  funeral  and  hos- 
pital expenses,  which  amounted  to 
$455.07  had  been  deducted,  the  balance 
was  equally  divided  between  Mrs.  Co- 
hen and  Mrs.  Driscoll,  each  receiving 
a  check  for  $4784.44. 

The  Committee's  expenses  which 
consisted  entirely  of  printing  and  post- 
age amounting  to  $259.96  were  equally 
divided  between  the  Boston  Central 
Labor  Union  and  the  State  Branch. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  committee  ap- 
pointed for  such  a  purpose  ever  did 
more  effective  work  and  the  result 
shows  their  diligence  and  attention 
to  their  duties.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
if  it  had  not  been  during  the  severe 
business  depression  the  amount  would 
have  been  larger,  but  many  local  or- 
ganizations were  somewhat  crippled 
for  funds  as  they  were  taking  care  of 
their  members  who  were  out  of  work 
and  needed  assistance  for  their  fami- 
lies. 

A  complete  list  of  all  donations  has 
been  compiled  and  if  the  Convention 
so  decides  it  can  be  added  in  the  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  of  this  conven- 
tion. 

At  this  time  I  cannot  help  but  bring 
to  the  attention  of  the  delegates  our 
obligations  to  Governor  Curtis  Guild, 
Jr..  The  shots  which  were  fired  by  the 
maniac  Steele  were  so  rapid  that  it 
was  all  over  in  a  few  seconds.  Gov- 
ernor Guild  rushed  out  of  his  office 
and  assisted  Brother  Huddell  in  dis- 
arming the  madman  and  placing  him 
under  arrest.  He  was  the  one  man 
who  seemed  to  be  able  to  cope  with 
the  case.  He  had  all  the  departments 
notified  for  medical  assistance  and  had 
the  ambulances  called  and  went  with 
Brother  Driscoll  in  the  ambulance  to 
the  hospital.  He  had  the  hospital  no- 
tified and  when  the  victims  arrived 
there,  everything  was  in  readiness  for 
them,  together  with  the  best  medical 


men  in  the  state.  There  has  never 
been  a  time  when  our  governor  was 
not  ready  to  come  to  our  assistance 
and  our  obligations  to  him  are  great. 

We  cannot  overlook  the  work  of 
Hayes  Robbins,  the  genial  secretary 
of  the  New  England  Civic  Federation, 
through  whose  efforts  a  valuable  ad- 
dition to  the  fund  was  secured. 

Our  thanks  are  also  due  to  Messrs. 
Kidder,  Peabody  &  Company,  who  at 
great  expense,  considerable  clerical 
work  and  by  generous  contributions, 
helped  us  very  materially;  the  editors 
of  the  Boston  Papers  and  the  Trade 
Union  Journals  throughout  the  coun- 
try for  publishing  the  daily  list  of  con- 
tributions and  appeals  for  assistance. 

ORGANIZATIONS. 

Organization  has  not  progressed  dur- 
ing the  past  year  as  fast  as  it  ought 
owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  country  at  large. 
In  talking  with  an  International  or- 
ganizer of  one  of  our  largest  crafts, 
last  winter,  he  said  they  were  doing 
nothing  as  there  was  only  about  27 
per  cent,  of  his  craft  working  at  that 
time  and  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
organize  people  who  were  out  of  work, 
and  I  dare  say  this  case  applied  to  a 
majority  of  the  crafts.  But  let  us  not 
forget  that  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
money  was  short  and  times  were 
hard,  there  is  scarcely  a  case  that  can 
be  pointed  out  where  an  organized 
craft  has  suffered  a  reduction  in  wages 
or  conditions,  thereby  showing  what  a 
great  boon  organization  is  to  the 
working  people.  And  we  can  point  to 
many  crafts  right  here  among  us  which 
have  in  the  past  year  received  an  in- 
crease in  either  wages  or  conditions; 
I  will  cite  a  few  examples: 

Newspaper  Web  Pressmen,  shorten- 
ing of  hours. 

The  wages  of  the  workmen  in  the 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard  were  in- 
creased. 

Coal  Hoisting  Engineers,  increase  in 
wages. 

Stationary  Engineers  No.  16,  re- 
ceived an  increase  in  wages  and  con- 
ditions. 

Stationary  Firemen  No.  3  and  No. 
242,  increase  in  wages. 

Boston  Granite  Cutters,  increase  in 
wages. 

Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers, 
increase  in  wages. 

Hebrew  Bakers,  increase  in  con- 
ditions, and  many  others  might  be 
mentioned  such  as  the  organizations 
employed  on  the  different  railroads. 
Moreover,     many     organizations     had 
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their  old  contracts  signed  up  and  fur- 
ther among  the  Building  Trades 
Unions  many  jobs  in  the  past  year  have 
been  unionized  owing  to  their  coming 
together  and  forming  Building  Trades 
sections  in  the  different  cities  through- 
out the  state. 

THE  UNION  LABEL. 

The  organizer  and  bulwark  of  our 
labor  unions.  Year  in  and  year  out 
we  preach  the  Union  Label  and  the  re- 
sults in  most  instances  are  not  very 
encouraging,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  the 
reason  why.  Union  people  when  pur- 
chasing commodities  seem  to  forget; 
a  dealer  in  commodities,  one  time, 
when  asked  if  he  kept  Union  Label 
goods,  answered;  "Yes,  we  keep  them 
on  the  shelf  and  sell  non-union  goods 
and  we  are  very  rarely  asked  to  take 
them  off  the  shelf."  That  may  be  a 
joke  but  there  is  more  truth  than 
poetry  in  it.  There  is  scarcely  a  com- 
modity we  use  at  the  present  day  that 
some  Labor  Union  with  a  label  is  not 
engaged  in  either  the  manufacture  or 
distribution  of  and  if  we  would  only 
remember  this  fact  when  spending  our 
money  for  these  same  commodities  and 
endeavor  to  purchase  union  made 
goods  with  union  made  money,  how 
different  the  result  would  be.  Union 
people  must  awaken  to  the  fact  that 
they  hold  within  their  own  power  the 
greatest  organizer  the  Labor  Move- 
ment can  have,  and  that  is  their  own 
money,  which  they  can  spend  when- 
ever, wherever  and  for  whatever  they 
please.  And  again,  to  members  of  or- 
ganizations who  by  the  support  given 
them  through  their  label,  have  at- 
tained much  success,  it  would  be  wise 
for  them  to  remember  that  all  work- 
ing people  are  entitled  to  organiza- 
tion and  fair  Union  conditions,  and 
every  non-union  man  or  woman 
brought  into  our  Unions  is  adding 
strength  to  the  whole  Labor  Move- 
ment and  that  an  injury  to  one  is  the 
concern  of  all. 

The  Union  Label  is  an  increaser  of 
wages.  The  Union  Label  is  a  decreaser 
of  the  hours  of  labor.  The  Union 
Label  is  an  improver  of  working 
conditions.  The  Union  Label  gives 
to  women  the  same  wages,  same 
hours  and  the  same  working  con- 
ditions as  to  men.  The  Union  Label 
keeps  the  children  in  the  schools  and 
out  of  the  factories.  The  Union  Label 
prevents  prison  labor  from  competing 
with  free  labor.  The  Union  Label 
means  death  to  the  sweat  shop.  The 
Union  Label  enables  the  crafts  to 
make   improvements   and    progress    in 


wages,  hours  of  labor  and  working 
conditions  without  conflict.  The  Union 
Label  raises  the  standard  of  labor, 
morally,  intellectually  and  financially. 
The  Union  Label  compels  the  employer 
to  give  union  conditions  of  labor.  The 
Union  Label  costs  only  the  asking  for 
it.  Union  Labor  demands  the  Union 
Label. 

STRIKES. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Council,  February  17,  the  Boston 
Newsboys'  Union  brought  to  our  at- 
tention their  controversy  with  the  Bos- 
ton American.  We  endorsed  their 
stand  and  issued  resolutions;  the  full 
particulars  of  the  case  you  will  find 
in  the  records  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil. We  endeavored  to  assist  and  en- 
courage the  Newsboys  by  every  fair 
means  in  our  power,  for  such  action 
we  were  openly  opposed  and  roundly 
criticised  by  men  carrying  union  cards, 
who  didn't  or  wouldn't  understand  the 


STRIPPERS'   STRIKE. 

On  May  14th  last,  the  representatives 
of  Cigar  Factory  Tobacco  Strippers' 
Union  8156,  A.  F.  of  L,  of  Boston,  ap- 
peared before  the  Executive  Council 
and  requested  the  support  of  the  State 
Branch  in  the  strike  in  which  they 
were  then  engaged.  They  stated  that 
the  firm  of  H.  Traiser  Company  was, 
and  had  been  for  nine  months  previous 
sending  to  the  cheap  district  of  New 
York  City  the  great  bulk  of  the  fillers 
used  by  him  to  be  stripped,  with  the 
result  that  over  120  members  of  this 
union  were  forced  ont  of  employment, 
and  their  work  has  been  done  by  scab 
labor  at  greatly  reduced  wages  and 
increased  hours  of  labor.  They  further 
stated  that  their  union  had  sent  sev- 
eral committees  to  the  firm  of  H.  Trai- 
ser in  an  effort  to  bring  about  an 
amicable  settlement  but  without  suc- 
cess, the  firm  denying  and  evading  the 
issue;  they  further  stated  that  when 
their  own  committees  failed  to  get 
satisfactory  results,  the  Strippers' 
Union  being  desirous  of  doing  every- 
thing possible  to  effect  a  peaceful  set- 
tlement and  avoid  a  disturbance  in  the 
industry,  they  appealed  to  Cigar  Mak- 
ers' Union  97  of  Boston,  to  assist  them 
in  bringing  about  an  amicable  settle- 
ment, and  requested  that  that  union 
appoint  a  committee  to  act  in  con- 
junction with  the  Strippers'  Committee 
in  an  effort  to  bring  about  a  fair  set- 
tlement. The  Cigar  Makers'  Union  ap- 
pointed a  committee  as  requested,  and 


12 


PEOCEEDINGS 


the  Joint  Committee  of  Cigar  Makers 
and  Strippers  had  a  number  of  con- 
ferences with  H.  Traiser  and  Company, 
but  to  no  avail,  as  the  firm  would  not 
recede  from  its  unfair  position  and 
continued  to  have  the  stripping  com- 
plained of  done  under  such  conditions. 
The  Strippers'  Union  then  placed  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
and  several  conferences  took  place  be- 
tween the  firm  and  the  representatives 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  with  the  result  that 
on  March  9,  1908  the  firm  of  H.  Trai- 
ser &  Company  agreed  with  Secretary 
Morrison,  representing  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
to  have  its  stripping  done  by  members 
of  the  Strippers'  Union  and  in  accord- 
ance with  their  Union  bill  of  prices. 
H.  Traiser  &  Company  never  kept  its 
agreement,  and  continued  to  bring  in 
from  New  York  its  scab  stripped  filler. 
The  matter  was  again  referred  to  the 
A.  F.  of  L.,  and  several  more  confer- 
ences were  held  with  the  firm  of  H. 
Traiser  &  Company,  in  an  effort  to 
induce  the  firm  to  be  fair  and  reason- 
able and  live  up  to  its  agreement  and 
give  to  the  strippers  the  same  con- 
ditions that  all  other  Cigar  manufac- 
turers in  the  City  of  Boston  were  and 
are  giving  to  the  strippers,  but  in  spite 
of  all  the  efforts  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  the 
firm  refused  to  concede  to  the  Strip- 
pers' fair  conditions  of  labor,  and  as 
a  result,  the  A.  F.  of  L  on  April  25th 
last,  authorized  the  Strippers'  Union 
to  declare  a  strike  against  the  firm  of 
H.  Traiser  &  Company,  which  the 
Strippers'  Union  did  on  April  30th, 
after  8  months  of  effort  at  amicable 
settlement.  The  firm  then  added  to 
its  scab  plant  in  New  York  and  had 
all  its  "Wrappers  and  Binders  stripped 
there,  as  well  as  its  fillers,  and  brought 
its  scab  stock  into  Boston  every  day. 
The  Strippers  requested  that  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Mass.  State  Branch 
A.  F.  of  L.  be  appointed  to  act  in  con- 
junction with  a  representative  of  the 
Boston  C.  L.  U.  to  visit  H.  Traiser  & 
Company  and  endeavor  to  have  the 
firm  agree  to  a  fair  settlement  so  as 
to  avoid  the  necessity  of  declaring  a 
war  against  the  products  of  the  firm. 
The  request  of  the  Strippers  was 
granted  and  I  was  authorized  to  act  as 
such  representative.  President  Ma- 
loney  of  tbe  Boston  C.  L.  U.  and  my- 
self visited  the  firm;  we  could  make 
no  headway,  the  firm  refusing  to  enter 
into  any  agreement  whatever  and  prac- 
tically told  us  to  mind  our  own  busi- 
ness. "We  reported  the  result  of  our 
visit  to  H.  Traiser  to  the  Strippers' 
Union,  and  on  June  6  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Strippers'  Union,  it  was  voted:  to 
place  the  Harvard,  Harvard,  Jr.,  and 


Pippin  cigars  manufactured  by  H. 
Traiser  &  Co.  on  the  unfair  list,  and 
at  the  same  meeting  it  was  also  voted: 
to  request  the  Boston  C.  L.  U.  and  the 
Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.  to  in- 
dorse the  above  action.  On  June  7 
the  Boston  C.  L.  U.  endorsed  the  Strip- 
pers' Union  action  by  putting  the  Har- 
vard, Harvard,  Jr.,  and  Pippen  on  the 
unfair  list  and  appointed  a  committee 
of  9  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the 
Strippers'  Union  in  pushing  the  fight 
against  the  above  named  unfair  brands 
of  cigars.  On  June  30,  the  Mass.  State 
Branch  endorsed  the  action  of  the 
Strippers'  Union  in  placing  said  brands 
of  cigars  on  the  unfair  list  and  I  was 
instructed  to  act  in  every  way  possible 
in  the  Strippers'  interest  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Strippers  and  C.  L.  U. 
committees.  I  obeyed  the  instructions 
and  did  all  in  my  power.  The  fight 
was  made,  and  it  was  a  successful 
fight,  too,  for  on  July  27th,  the  Strip- 
pers reported  that  their  Union  had  ef- 
fected a  satisfactory  settlement  with 
the  firm  on  July  25th,  the  basis  of 
which  was  that  the  strikers  should  re- 
turn to  work,  the  brands  taken  off  the 
unfair  list,  and  all  questions  in  dis- 
pute between  the  firm  and  the  Union 
be  referred  to  President  Gompers  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  President  Perkins 
of  the  Cigar  Makers  International 
Union,  their  decision  to  be  final.  "We 
all  felt  that  the  settlement  was  a  fa- 
vorable one  for  the  Strippers,  because 
the  question  in  dispute  between  the 
firm  and  the  Strippers  was  whether 
or  not  Union  conditions  of  labor 
should  prevail  in  the  stripping  of  the 
firm's  tobacco,  and  as  that  question 
was  to  be  decided  by  National  Labor 
Officials,  we  felt  certain  that  the  Strip- 
pers were  sure  to  get  a  square  deal. 
In  accordance  with  the  agreement  of 
July  25th,  between  the  firm  and  the 
Strippers,  the  Union  called  off  the 
strike,  ordered  the  Strippers  back  to 
work  and  removed  the  brands  of  cigars 
from  the  unfair  list,  and  so  notified 
organized  labor  and  did  everything  re- 
quired of  it  by  the  agreement,  but 
when  the  time  came  for  the  arbitra- 
tors to  arbitrate  the  questions  in  dis- 
pute between  the  firm  and  Union,  Pres. 
Perkins  refused  to  act  as  an  arbitra- 
tor, the  firm  refused  to  accept  anybody 
in  his  place,  it  was  again  and  again 
put  up  to  President  Perkins,  and  he 
persisted  in  his  refusal  to  act  as  an 
arbitrator,  with  the  result  that  the 
Strippers  were  left  high  and  dry;  they 
had  complied  with  every  part  of  their 
agreement  and  got  nothing  in  return 
and  all  because  President  Perkins  re- 
fused to  act  as  an  arbitrator;  the  firm 
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has  been  bringing  in  their  scab 
stripped  fillers  ever  since  and  the 
Union  Strippers,  who  should  have  been 
working,  have  been  compelled  to  re- 
main unemployed,  thereby  entailing 
great  hardship  on  the  strippers  and 
great  expense  on  the  Union.  Since 
August  19th,  when  President  Perkins 
refused  to  act  up  to  September  26th, 
the  time  was  consumed  by  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  representative  of  the  Strippers 
in  endeavoring  to  get  the  firm  to  agree 
to  somebody  to  fill  President  Perkins' 
place,  and  the  Strippers'  Union  re- 
ports that  on  September  26th,  an 
agreement  between  the  Union  and  the 
firm  was  arrived  at,  the  basis  of  which 
is,  that  all  questions  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  firm  and  the  Strippers' 
Union  shall  be  referred  to  three  ar- 
bitrators to  consist  of  President  Gom- 
pers  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  Mr.  A.  E, 
Filene  of  Boston,  and  the  third  to  be 
selected  by  these  two,  the  decision  of 
the  arbitrators  to  be  submitted  in  writ- 
ing with  reason  therefore,  before  Jan- 
uary 1,  1909,  and  the  decision  of  the 
arbitrators  to  be  final,  and  binding 
upon  both  parties. 

INJUNCTIONS,      AND      SHERMAN 
ANTI-TEJJST   LAW. 

Injunctions  and  the  Sherman  Anti- 
Trust  Law  have  become  twin  weapons 
of  attack  upon  Trade  Unions  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Trade  Unions  of  our  State 
and  country.  Through  the  unrestrict- 
ed issuance  of  injunctions,  judges  can, 
and  do,  prohibit  Trade  Unions  and 
members  of  Trade  Unions  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  rights  guaranteed  to  them 
by  the  constitutions  of  both  State  and 
nation,  and  by  the  issuance  of  the  in- 
junction throws  the  whole  weignt  of 
the  influence  and  power  of  the  judici- 
ary in  favor  of  the  unfair  employer 
and  against  the  workman,  and  as  far 
as  possible  endeavors  to  strangle  the 
efforts  of  the  Trade  Unions  and  the 
members  of  Trade  Unions  to  obtain, 
and  maintain,  fair  conditions  of  labor. 
No  other  organization  or  class  of  citi- 
zens has  been  subjected  to  such  treat- 
ment by  the  courts,  hence  we  enter 
our  most  emphatic  protest  against  such 
discrimination,  and  it  is  not  only  the 
right  but  the  duty  of  the  Trade  Unions 
of  our  State  and  country  and  of  every 
member  of  those  Trade  Unions  to  use 
every  effort  within  their  means  to 
have  the  power  of  the  judges  to  issue 
injunctions  so  restricted  as  to  pro- 
hibit the  issuance  of  an  injunction  in 
a  case  where,  if  a  labor  difficulty  were 
not  involved,  an  injunction  would  not 
be  issued,  and  it  is  also  the  duty  of 


our  Trade  Unions  and  every  member 
thereof,  to  continue  these  efforts  per- 
sistently and  consistently,  until  they 
shall  have  succeeded  in  bringing  about 
such  a  condition  as  will  be  a  guaran- 
tee that  the  American  workman  will 
stand  before  the  courts  of  the  State 
and  nation  upon  an  equality  with  all 
his  fellow  citizens.  And  while  we  are 
bending  every  energy  to  the  restrict- 
ing of  injunctions,  we  musa  not  forget 
the  Sherman  Anti-Trust  Law.  By  a 
ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court,  not  a 
penny  of  the  funds  of  any  of  our 
Trade  Unions  or  of  the  individual 
members  thereof,  are  safe  from  the 
grasp  of  the  unfair  employer;  and 
while  the  unlimited  increase  of  in- 
junctions threatens  our  activities  in 
improving  the  conditions  of  the  work- 
ers of  our  land,  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  Hatters'  case 
makes  it  possible  for  the  unscrupulous 
employer  to  so  attack  our  funds  as  to 
almost  amount  to  confiscation.  The 
funds  which  have  been  contributed  by 
us  from  our  hard-earned  earnings,  two 
thirds  of  which  are  to  protect  our- 
selves and  families  in  time  of  sickness 
and  death.  The  Trade  Unions  and  the 
Union  men  should  use  every  effort,  to 
the  end  that  such  an  amendment  shall 
be  made  to  the  Sherman  Anti-Trust 
Law,  as  will  confine  that  law  to  the 
scope  for  which  it  was  originally 
adopted,  and  I  know  of  no  more  effec- 
tive method  of  arriving  at  the  desired 
results,  in  both  the  matter  of  injunc- 
tions and  the  amendment  to  the  Sher- 
man Anti-Trust  Law,  than  by  follow- 
ing the  advice  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  to  vote  for  our 
friends  and  defeat  our  enemies.  Let 
us  then  see  to  it  that  we  vote  only 
for  such  men,  irrespective  of  party 
designation,  as  will  pledge  themselves 
that  in  the  event  of  their  election  they 
will  support  labor's  demands. 

LEGISLATION. 

As  your  Legislative  Committee  will 
make  a  report  of  its  work,  I  will  but 
say  a  word  in  passing.  In  Legislation 
this  last  term  we  have  not  attained 
much  success,  and  it  is  not  due  to  any 
lack  of  interest  or  energy  on  the  part 
of  your  Legislative  Committee,  for 
they  have  done  all  it  was  possible  for 
them  to  do.  We  must  admit  the  State 
Senate  is  particularly  bad,  and  if  we 
would  have  any  of  our  measures  en- 
acted into  law  we  must  change  the 
complexion  of  that  body.  I,  with  oth- 
ers in  the  Labor  Movement,  believe 
that  one  of  the  principal  reasons  for 
our  lack  of  success  is  due  to  the  fact 


14 


PKOCEEDINGS 


that  the  roster  of  our  Legislative  Com- 
mittee is  overcrowded  with  measures. 
Think  of  it!  23  measures  endorsed  and 
recorded  as  Labor  Bills,  not  one  of 
which  has  been  enacted  into  law!  The 
great  majority  of  those  bills  have  been 
brought  in  by  individual  Unions,  and 
applying  almost  directly  to  the  inter- 
ests of  those  Unions.  Your  Legislative 
Committee  has  worked  upon  each  and 
every  one  of  those  bills  and  endeav- 
ored to  have  favorable  action  taken 
upon  them  without  avail;  and  in  the 
end  what  do  we  find?  Legislators  in 
favor  of  some  of  those  bills  and  op- 
posed to  others,  in  favor  of  the  inter- 
ests of  some  Unions  and  opposed  to 
the  interests  of  some  other  Unions,  and 
when  the  time  comes  for  us  to  select 
our  friends  from  our  enemies  it  is 
hard  for  us  to  say  who  is  a  friend  and 
who  is  an  enemy,  for  we  find  some 
Unions  favoring  some  legislators  who 
have  been  favorable  to  their  bills,  and 
other  Unions  opposing  these  same 
legislators  because  they  have  been  un- 
favorable to  their  bills,  and  instead  of 
acting  in  unison  as  we  should  on  such 
occasions,  we  find  a  merry  war  going 
on  among  ourselves  and  the  people 
who  are  fooling  tis  all  the  time  look- 
ing on  and  enjoying  the  sight.  There- 
fore, as  a  step  in  the  direction  of  stop- 
ping the  recurrence  of  such  failures 
year  after  year,  I  would  recommend 
that  this  Convention  select  and  adopt 
one  or  two  bills  that  would  be  of  in- 
terest to  all  our  affiliated  Unions  and 
give  such  bills  our  full  support  and 
energy,  until  such  time  as  we  succeed 
in  having  some  law  enacted  that  would 
be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  whole  La- 
bor Movement. 

To  my  colleagues  on  the  Executive 
Board  and  my  friends  in  the  Labor 
Movement,  I  wish  at  this  time  to  ex- 
press my  sincere  gratitude  for  the  kind 
assistance  and  advice  given  me  at  a 
time  when  the  burdens  of  an  office  fell 
upon  my  shoulders  and  for  which  I 
was  entirely  unprepared.  May  the 
Convention  be  a  memorable  one  for 
the  good  results  produced,  and  may 
the  work  that  is  accomplished  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  entire  Labor  Movement! 
Yours  fraternally, 

PHILIP  H.  SWEET, 
President, 
State  Branch  A.  F.  of  L.,  Massachusetts. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  Presi- 
dent's report  be  referred  to  Committee 
on  Officers'  Report.     Carried. 

Report  of  Acting  Secretary-Treasur- 
er read  by  M.  T.  Joyce,  as  follows: 


REPORT     OF     SECRETARY-TREAS- 
URER MASS.  STATE  BRANCH, 
A.   F.   OF  L. 

Oct.  12,  1908. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the 
Twenty-third  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch 
of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 
Greetings: 

The  honor  was  conferred  upon  me 
to  act  as  Secretary-Treasurer  of  this 
organization  last  December  after  the 
sad  accident  which  resulted  in  the 
death  of  our  late  President,  Edward 
Cohen,  and  in  serious  injuries  to  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer Dennis  D.  Driscoll. 
Since  that  time  I  have  filled  the  office 
to  the  best  of  my  ability  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  trade  union  movement  in 
this  state. 

In  the  report  which  I  submit  to  you 
there  are  a  great  many  matters  which 
I  think  will  be  interesting  to  the  trade 
unionists  of  Massachusetts;  together 
with  Secretary-Treasurer  Driscoll  I 
have  discussed  many  of  the  matters 
contained  herein  to  be  presented  to 
this  convention  in  our  report. 

During  the  past  year,  not  through 
negligence,  I  have  issued  no  quarterly 
reports,  but  we  have  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  report  of  the  year  from 
October  1,  1907  to  September  30,  1908, 
of  receipts  and  itemized  expenses  of 
the  past  year.  The  report  is  now  in 
the  printer's  hands  and  at  the  adjourn- 
ment of  this  convention  each  delegate 
and  affiliated  union  will  receive  a 
printed  copy. 

RECEIPTS. 

On  Hand  October  1,  1907,  $581.17 

Receipts  for  October,    1907,  224.63 

Receipts  for  November,  1907,  102.72 

Receipts  for  December,  1907,  97.11 

Receipts  for  January,   1908,  416.06 

Receipts  for  February,  1908,  394.96 

Receipts  for  March,   1908,  332.84 

Receipts  for  April,  1908,  351.41 

Receipts  for  May,  1908,  274.82 

Receipts  for  June,  1908,  158.12 

Receipts  for  July,  1908,  192.14 

Receipts  for  August,  1908,  515.75 

Receipts  for  September,   1908,  280.92 

$3,922.65 

EXPENSES. 

Expenses  for  October,  1907,  $559.75 

Expenses  for  November,  1907,  154.81 

Expenses  for  December,  1907,  547.80 

Expenses  for  January,  1908,  180.15 

Expenses  for  February,  1908,  458.55 
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Expenses  for  March,   1908,  219.57 

Expenses  for  April,   1908,  98.60 

Expenses  for  May,   1908,  195.83 

Expenses  for  June,  1908,  400.57 

Expenses  for  July,  1908,  38.91 

Expenses  for  August,   1908,  87.10 

Expenses  for  September,  1908,  381.79 

$3,323.43 

Total  Receipts,  $3,922.65 

Total  Expenses,  3,323.43 

On  Hand  October  1, 1908,     $   599.22 

There  are  to-day  affiliated  with  the 
State  Branch  213  local  unions  and  29 
Central  Labor  Unions,  making  a  total 
of  242  unions  affiliated.  During  the 
year  13  unions  have  affiliated  with  the 
State  Branch,  and  4  have  withdrawn. 

OFFICERS'  WORK. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  last  con- 
vention, our  late  President  Cohen  and 
'Secretary-Treasurer  Driscoll  took  up 
the  work  referred  by  the  delegates  in 
the  altering  and  revising  various  sec- 
tions of  the  constitution  and  by-laws. 
Each  delegate  to  the  convention 
should  read  the  constitution  very 
carefully  and  submit  any  suggestions 
in  regard  to  changes  if  noted,  to  this 
convention. 

The  Executive  Council  has  had  seven 
meeting  during  the  last  year,  at 
which  the  various  matters  referred  to 
the  Executive  Board  were  taken  up 
and  disposed  of  to  the  best  interest  of 
the  trade  union  movement  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

ACCIDENT  AT  THE  STATE  HOUSE. 

On  December  5,  1907,  while  our  late 
President,  Edward  Cohen,  Secretary- 
Treasurer  D.  D.  Driscoll,  and  Inter- 
national Vice-President  of  the  Engi- 
neers, Arthur  M.  Huddell,  were  wait- 
ing upon  His  Excellency,  Curtis  Guild, 
Jr.,  at  the  State  House  in  the  interest 
of  a  matter  referred  to  the  officers 
concerning  a  hearing  to  be  held  before 
the  Governor,  they  were  shot,  Presi- 
dent Cohen  being  fatally  injured,  and 
dying  the  next  day.  Secretary-Treas- 
urer Driscoll  was  shot  through  the 
head,  his  wounds  being  of  a  serious 
character,  and  Brother  Huddell  nar- 
rowly escaping  serious  injury.  These 
men  were  performing  their  duty  as  la- 
bor's representatives  and  were  work- 
ing in  the  interest  of  the  trade  union 
movement — a  duty  which  to  them  was 
pleasure  if  it  served  to  aid  the  cause 
of  labor.    At  this  time  it  seems  fitting 


to  extend  to  Mrs.  Cohen  and  her  fam- 
ily the  heartfelt  sympathy  of  the  dele- 
gates to  this  Twenty-third  Convention 
of  the  State  Branch;  to  Mrs.  Driscoll 
and  Mrs.  Huddell  our  congratulations 
that  the  lives  of  their  husbands  were 
spared  to  them.  It  is  a  pleasure  for 
me  to  inform  you  delegates  to  this 
Convention  that  we  have  here  with  us 
Secretary-Treasurer  D.  D.  Driscoll. 
You  all  know  him,  you  know  the  work 
he  has  carried  on  for  many  years,  but 
no  one  knows  him  better  than  I  do. 
I  trust  that  he  will  be  spared  to  his 
wife  and  family  for  many  years  to 
come  and  that  his  good  work  in  the 
cause  of  labor  may  continue,  support- 
ed by  the  trade  unionists  of  Massachu- 
setts. To  you,  Secretary  Driscoll,  good 
luck;  we  welcome  you  here.  We  trust 
that  you  may  regain  your  old-time 
health  and  vigor,  and  that  your  eye- 
sight may  improve  each  day. 

To  you,  Brother  Huddell,  we  extend 
our  best  wishes  and  our  gratification 
at  your  fortunate  escape  from  so  ter- 
rible an  accident;  the  heart  of  every 
trade  unionist  wasi  with  you  in  your 
trouble.  We  sincerely  trust  that  never 
in  the  annals  of  the  labor  world  will 
such  a  deplorable  accident  be  recorded. 

And  just  now  it  seems  proper  to 
call  to  the  attention  of  the  represen- 
tatives to  this  convention  the  unfailing 
devotion,  manly  conduct  and  friendly 
acts  performed  by  Governor  Curtis 
Guild  during  this  trying  period.  Con- 
stantly at  the  bedside  of  the  two  vic- 
tims, night  and  day,  summoning  the 
most  skilled  surgeons  and  physicians 
to  attend  them,  he  left  no  stone  un- 
turned that  their  lives  might  be  spared. 
Words  of  mine  can  never  do  justice  to 
the  human  and  personal  interest  he 
took  in  our  fellow  workers,  and  I 
urge  this  convention  by  vote  to  in- 
struct the  Secretary  to  write  a  letter 
to  our  true  friend  for  his  kind  acts 
to  the  families  of  both  men,  and  to 
extend  to  him  our  best  wishes  for 
success  and  welfare. 

CIVIL  SERVICE. 

This  matter  should  be  taken  up  by 
the  convention.  It  is  an  important 
question  that  concerns  every  working 
man  and  woman.  It  is  a  matter  that 
needs  thorough  investigation.  We  be- 
lieve in  the  right  to  work.  It  is  the 
cry  sent  forth  that  the  constitution  of 
this  country  does  not  stand  in  the  way 
of  labor.  This  matter  must  be  taken 
up  so  that  the  wage  earners  may  have 
the  same  right  and  freedom  from  city, 
town  or  state  as  we  have  from  the  pri- 
vate employer.    We  want  the  right  to 
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work,  we  want  the  right  to  advance, 
and  if  Civil    Service    inaugurates    any 
law  that  is  detrimental  to  the  wage- 
earner    of    this    Commonwealth,    the 
Legislative   Committee   and  Executive 
Council  should  have  such  laws  amend- 
ed.    I  have  a  great    respect    for    the 
three  gentlemen  serving  on  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  of  Massachusetts, 
and  I  believe  that   if    the    representa- 
tives of  the    Trade    Union   Movement 
can  show  to   them  that  many  things 
in  the  law  of  Civil  Services  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  rights    of    the    wage- 
earner,  that  we  can  have  their  assist- 
ance   in     rectifying    any    wrong.      It 
would  take  a  great  deal  of  time  to  ex- 
plain many  cases    and    subjects    that 
come  under  this  head.      A    new    law 
which  was  passed  last  year  seems  to 
some  of  us  to  be  very  strict  and  detri- 
mental to  those  who  toil;  I  hope  that 
the  delegates  to  this  convention  will 
take  some  action  upon  the  matter  so 
that  the  Representatives  and  Senators 
to  the  next  Legislature  will  not  give 
such  laws  support.     The  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth     should     not     prevent 
any  bona  fide    wage-earner    from    ad- 
vancing;  they  should    rather    be    ad- 
vancing and  not  destroying. 

PROTEST  MEETING. 

After  many  years  of  hard  worK  for 
the  right  to  enact  a  law  in  reference 
to  injunctions,  and  after  a  Recess  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  over  a  year  ago 
to  take  up  this  whole  matter,  report- 
ing to  the  Legislature  of  1908  in  favor 
of  it,  which  was  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  we  find  that  three  members 
of  that  committee,  State  Senators, 
whose  names  will  be  given  by  the 
Legislative  Committee  in  its  report, 
changed  their  vote  and  thus  brought 
about  the  defeat  of  the  Turtle  Peace- 
ful Persuasion  Bill.  The  executive 
Board  called  a  Protest  Meeting,  which 
was  held  in  Faneuil  Hall  June  30.  1908, 
at  v.  hich  these  Senators  who  changed 
their  position  were  condemned.  At 
this  meeting  a  committee  of  eighteen 
were  elected  to  take  up  the  question 
of  defeating  their  enemies  and  elect- 
ing their  friends.  I  believe  that  the 
State  Branch  should  take  up  this  mat- 
ter themselves  with  all  unions  affili- 
ated, and  that  a  plan  of  action  be 
taken  to  bring  about  the  defeat  of 
their  enemies,  and  that  no  political 
partv  should  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
trade  unionists  of  Massachusetts  to 
bring  about  success  and  so  that  we 
may  be  relieved  from  the  slavery  of 
the  outrageous  injunctions  that  are 
issued   many   times   in   this   Common- 


wealth against  officers  of  the  Trade 
Union  Movement.  I  regret  very  much 
that  more  of  the  local  unions  are  not 
affiliated  so  that  we  might  have  their 
representatives  here  interested  in  pub- 
lic questions  of  such  vital  importance 
to  the  cause  of  labor. 

LEGISLATION. 

Your  Legislative  Committee  worked 
hard  and  untiringly  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  labor  during  the  last  ses- 
sion   of    the    Legislature.      Something 
must  be   done.     We  find  various  cor- 
porations with  their  attorneys  at  the 
State  House  from  the  opening  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  adjournment  there- 
of.   I  say  to  the  Trade  Unionists  gath- 
ered here  that  we  must  keep  our  men 
at  the    State    House    consulting    with 
eveiy  member  of  the  Legislature,  both 
House  and  Senate,  so  that  they  cannot 
say  that  they  were  not  requested  to 
vote   in   our  interest.     This,   however, 
cannot  be  done  with  hot  air;  it  cannot 
be  done  with  ill  feeling  towards  each 
other.    It  cannot  be  done  in  the  inter- 
est of  any  political  party  affiliation  nor 
the  booming  of  any  political  organi- 
zation, and  I  urge  this  convention  to 
take  some  action  so    that    the    local 
unions    affiliated    may    at    least    sub- 
scribe the  amount  of  $5.00,   and  that 
a  fund  may  be  created  so  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  may  appoint    men    to 
represent  the   State  Branch    a$    their 
agent   from   January    until    June.      I 
recommend  that  if  this  course  is  ap- 
proved    of     by     the     delegates     the 
necessary  ammunition  may    be    given 
to  carry  on  the  work,    and    that    the 
names  may  be  selected  by  the  Legis- 
lative Committee  and  approved  of  by 
the    Executive    Council,    so    that    the 
agents  may  report  at  least  once  a  week 
of  the  work  going  on  at  the  Legisla- 
ture and  thus  prove  to  the  people  that 
justice  we  shall  have. 

ILLNESS  OF  FRANK  K.  FOSTER. 

I  regret  to  call  to  your  attention  the 
illness  of  Frank  K.  Foster,  labor's 
representative  at  the  Legislature.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  tell  you  of  the  good 
work  done  by  him  in  past  years  in  the 
interest  of  the  trade  union  movement, 
but  I  wish  to  state  that  while  he  is 
in  the  hospital  with  illness,  we,  the 
representatives  to  this  convention, 
should  not  forget  him,  and  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  show  that 
"Out  of  sight  is  not  out  of  mind."  We 
recommend  to  this  convention  that  the 
Secretary  be  instructed  to  send  out  a 
circular  to  the  various  unions  in  order 
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to  assist  him,  for  assistance  is  needed. 
Every  delegate  to  this  convention 
should  go  back  to  his  respective  local 
and  not  wait  for  the  circular  to  be 
sent,  but  should  urge  his  local  to  send 
remittances  at  once  to  Secretary-Treas- 
urer D.  D.  Driscoll,  so  that  some  suf- 
fering may  be  relieved.  I  hope  you 
will  all  give  this  matter  your  serious 
attention. 

STATE  POLICE. 

Many  cases  have  been  referred  to  us 
which  we  have  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  State  Police,  and  thanks  to 
Chief  General  Whitney,  who  promptly 
took  up  these  many  cases,  while  no 
direct  violation  was  found,  the  em- 
ployees of  the  several  establishments 
benefitted  by  the  investigation. 


unionists  of  Massachusetts  but 
throughout  the  entire  country.  There 
are  many  men  and  women  in  this 
State  who  should  be  members  of  the 
trade  union  movement.  There  are 
public  speakers  who  never  toiled  for  a 
living,  who  cry  about  the  suffering 
conditions  of  men  and  women,  but 
who  have  not  done  much  or  suggested 
many  things  to  better  these  condi- 
tions. I  say  to  the  men  and  women  of 
Massachusetts:  Organize,  join  your 
trade  union,  and  there  and  only  there 
will  your  hours  of  labor  be  shortened 
and  your  weekly  wage  increased.  I 
hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
there  will  be  very  few  toilers  in  Mas- 
sachusetts not  members  of  their  vari- 
ous labor  organizations. 

CONCLUSION. 


INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION. 

A  matter  of  importance  to  the  trade 
unionists  of  Massachusetts  is  the  line 
of  education  submitted  by  the  Indus- 
trial Commission  appointed  by  the 
Governor  of  Massachusetts,  and  with 
which  I  believe  that  the  various  cen- 
tral labor  unions  should  keep  them- 
selves more  closely  in  touch  so  that 
the  opposition  to  trade  schools  may 
be  inaugurated  in  this  Commonwealth. 
It  is  not  a  question  that  should  be  left 
to  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
Branch  to  take  upon  themselves  to 
answer,  but  should  be  taken  up  by 
each  central  labor  union  asking  the 
Board  to  give  them  a  report,  and 
watching  the  actions  of  the  school 
committee  and  the  councils  of  your 
cities  or  towns  inaugurating  any  op- 
position to  teaching  trades  under  the 
name,  for  want  of  a  better  name,  of 
trade  school.  When  the  delegates  re- 
turn to  their  respective  homes  I  trust 
this  will  be  one  of  the  matters  taken 
up  by  every  organization  represented 
here  today. 

ORGANIZING    OP    THE    UNORGAN- 
IZED. 

Work  should  be  taken  up  in  the  va- 
rious cities  of  Massachusetts  through 
their  organizing  committee  of  organ- 
izing the  unorganized  wage-earner  in 
their  district.  We  believe  there  should 
be  more  display  of  the  union  button  of 
the  various  crafts,  and  I  hope  that  the 
principle  of  encouraging  the  unorgan- 
ized wage-earners  to  organize  will  be 
carried    out,    not    only    by    the    trade 


I  am  very  thankful  to  the  trade 
unionists  ot  Massachusetts  for  their 
support  given  me  while  endeavoring 
to  fill  the  position  of  Secretary-Treas- 
urer during  Dennis  D.  Driscoll's  illness. 
I  have  acted  upon  many  committees 
and  found  the  correspondence  of  the 
office  very  heavy,  devoting  a  great  deal 
of  my  time,  both  day  and  night,  to  this 
work.  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to 
maintain  the  good  name  of  our  or- 
ganization, and  I  have  never  shirked 
any  responsibilities  that  would  further 
the  interests  of  the  trade  union  move- 
ment of  Massachusetts.  But  I  say  to 
the  delegates  to  this  convention:  They 
all  come  to  us  in  time  of  trouble.  We 
give  them  our  moral  and  financial 
support.  I  urge:  Do  justice  to  us; 
come  and  share  part  of  the  burdens 
and  assist  us  in  the  future  success  of 
this  movement  in  the  Commonweal th. 

I  would  feel  that  my  report  were  in- 
complete if  I  did  not  thank  the  offi- 
cers of  the  State  Branch  and  your 
Legislative  Committee  for  their  kind- 
ness and  assistance  rendered  me  in  my 
official  capacity. 

Although  1  realize  that  I  have  been 
compelled  to  omit  some  of  the  things 
accomplished  and  work  done,  I  feel 
that  the  report  I  have  now  read  has 
taken  up  much  valuable  time  of  the 
convention.  I  extend  my  personal 
thanks  to  the  representatives  of  the 
trade  union  movement  and  those  per- 
sons I  came  in  contact  with  during  the 
time  I  filled  this  office,  for  their  kind- 
ness to  me  and  to  the  organizations  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  address.  I  hope 
that  the  course  I  have  taken  regarding 
the  matters  contained  in  my  report 
will  meet  with  your  favorable  consid- 
eration. 
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To  my  brother  and  sister  delegates, 
I  wish  you  Godspeed  and  success. 
Fraternally  yours, 
MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Acting  Secretary-Treasurer. 
DENNIS  D.  DRISCOLL, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  Secretary- 
Treasurer's  report  be  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Officers'  report.     Carried. 

President  Sweet  resumes  chair. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  report  of 
the  Executive  Council  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Executive  Council's 
report  without  being  read.     Carried. 

James  R.  Crozier  presented  the  re- 
port of  the  Legislative  Committee  as 
follows: 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Branch,  A.  F. 
of  L. 
We,  your  Legislative  Committee,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following:  We 
regret  that  we  are  compelled  to  report 
that  the  record  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  of  1908  from  the  viewpoint 
of  Labor  is  very  unsatisfactory,  and 
one  that  should  make  every  wage  earn- 
er of  Massachusetts  "sit  up"  and  take 
notice.  It  is  pretty  much  the  same 
old  story,  a  fairly  good  House,  but  a 
very,  very  poor  Senate.  There  seemed 
to  be  an  organized  movement  this  year 
in  the  Senate  to  prevent  any  Labor 
Legislation,  so  much  so  that  it  was 
common  to  refer  to  the  Senate  as  the 
slaughter  house  for  all  Labor  Bills. 
The  State  Branch  had  more  bills  filed 
this  year  than  ever  before  in  its  his- 
tory: no  less  than  23  in  number,  in 
addition  to  the  report  of  the  Recess 
Committee  on  Labor  of  1907.  Your 
Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  sound  judgment  for  the  State 
Branch  to  present  a  lesser  number  of 
Bills,  making  special  effort  on  the  most 
important  ones.  Your  Committee  was 
in  doubt  whether  they  had  the  right  to 
refuse  to  petition  for  all  matters  re- 
ferred to  them,  with  the  result  that  all 
Bills  referred  to  us  were  filed.  We  be- 
lieve that  this  Convention  will  make  no 
mistake  by  selecting  what  in  their 
judgment  are  the  most  important 
measures  and  those  Bills  to  be  the 
only  ones  to  be  known  as  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Branch  Labor  petitions. 
Your  Committee  not  only  paid  strict 
attention  to  all  Bills  petitioned  by  the 
State  Branch,  but  they  also  attended 
many  hearings  on  other  matters  of  in- 
terest to  Labor.  We  confess  that  the 
situation  was  not  a  cheerful  one,  par- 
ticularly when  the  points  scored  by 
Labor  were  comparatively  none. 


Appended  is  the  Record  of  Action 
taken  upon  the  Report  of  Recess  Com- 
mitte  and  other  Labor  Legislation. 

The  hours  of  labor  for  Officers,  In- 
structors and  Employees  of  the  Penal 
Institutions,  there  was  an  effort  made 
to  have  these  employees  come  under 
the  8  Hour  law,  but  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  did  not  believe  that 
the  State  could  afford  such  a  radical 
change;  they  did,  however,  report  a 
Bill  providing  for  a  10  Hour  Day,  or 
not  to  exceed  60  hours  in  one  week; 
this  was  a  little  better  than  nothing,  as 
the  Officers  were  working  12  to  14 
hours  a  day. 

54  HOUR  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  defeated  in  the  Senate 
with  the  help  of  a  powerful  lobby  af- 
ter passing  the  House  with  little  op- 
position, a  56  Hour  Bill  to  take  effect 
in  1910  was  substituted;  we  did  every- 
thing in  our  power  to  have  this  act 
take  effect  upon  itsi  passage  but  it  was 
no  use,  we  were  forced  to  yield  by  the 
strength  of  numbers  arrayed  against 
it. 

Among  the  many  petitions  filed  to 
strike  at  Organized  Labor  were  three 
very  conspicuous  ones,  namely,  to  Pro- 
hibit Coercion  of  Employees  which  had 
for  its  purpose  the  Prohibiting  of  Soli- 
citing members  for  Trade  Unions;  also 
one  to  prohibit  unlawful  discrimina- 
tion against  Employers,  which  if 
enacted  into  law  would  legalize  a 
Blacklist;  and  still  another  one  aimed 
at  Organizations  carcying  Death  Bene- 
fits making  it  unlawful  for  Unions  to 
have  a  Death  Benefit  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Insurance  Commission. 
These  unfair  measures  met  their  just 
deserts  by  getting  leave  to  withdraw 
or  no  legislation  necessary  reported. 

ACTION    OF    REPORT    OF    RECESS 
COMMITTEE,  1907. 

The  General  Court  of  1907  passed 
an  order  providing  that  a  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  Labor  be  appointed  to 
investigate  and  report  on  certain  bills 
specially  referred  to  it,  relating  to 
Labor  matters  and  other  kindred  sub- 
jects, to  sit  during  recess  of  the  Gener- 
al Court  of  last  year,  and  to  report  to 
the  General  Court  of  this  year  its  find- 
ings with  such  recommendations  of 
legislation  as  it  might  determine  to  be 
expedient. 

This  Special  Committee  on  its  or- 
ganization July  17,  1907,  found  re- 
ferred to  it  some  twenty-eight  meas- 
ures, but  from  the  beginning  its  work 
was  simplified  for   the  reason  that  it 
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was  found  on  examination  that  most 
of  the  bills  came  under  two  large 
classes. — those  relating  to  the  use  of 
injunctions  in  trade  disputes,  and  those 
seeking  for  some  amendment  in  the 
present  Employers'  Liability  law,  or 
asking  for  the  addition  of  a  Work- 
man's Compensation  Act  to  the  present 
system. 

The  Committee  sought  to  secure 
what  information  it  could  on  the  mat- 
ters referred  to  it,  to  the  end  that  its 
public  hearings  were  advertised 
through  circulars,  by  personal  letters 
and  in  the  newspapers. 

This  Special  Recess  Committee  held 
thirty-seven  (37)  public  hearings  which 
included  evening  sessions  at  the  State 
House,  at  Fall  River,  New  Bedford  and 
Springfield.  These  hearings  were  well 
attended  by  representatives  of  Labor 
and  Capital.  For  a  period  of  two  days 
President  Gompers  clearly  and  logi- 
cally enunciated  the  desires  of  Organ- 
ized Labor,  also  stated  what  he 
personally  believed  should  be  done  by 
way  of  labor  legislation.  Alter  waiting 
patiently  for  the  Report  of  the  Recess 
Committee  your  Legislative  Committee 
did  eventually  obtain  a  copy  of  said 
report  and  immediately  proceeded  to 
digest  its  contents  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  there  was  anything  contained  in 
the  report  which  might  warrant  our  en- 
dorsement. 

Your  Committee  in  company  with 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
Branch  made  a  careful  study  of  the 
findings  of  the  Recess  Committee  and 
after  going  through  the  report  many 
times  carefully  concluded  that  there 
was  but  one  recommendation  that  met 
with  our  approval,  namely,  the  act  to 
regulate  the  Issuance  of  Injunctions, — 
better  known  as  the  Turtle  Picketing 
Bill, — which  reads  as  follows: 

"It  shall  not  be  unlawful  for  any  per- 
son to  reason  with,  argue  with,  and  by 
argument  persuade  any  other  person 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  such 
other  person  to  do  any  act  or  thing 
or  pursue  any  line  of  conduct  which 
is  not  the  commission  of  any  offence 
under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  against  the  doing  of  which  or 
pursuing  of  which  by  such  other  per- 
son an  injunction  will  not  lie  or  be 
granted  by  the  Courts,  and  no  injunc- 
tion shall  issue  out  of  any  court  re- 
straining such  reasoning,  talking, 
arguing  or  persuading." 

There  appeared  to  be  some  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  some  Labor  men  as  to 
the  wisdom  of  supporting  this  recom- 
mendation of  the  Recess  Committee, 
and  to  make  sure  that  the  position  we 
had  taken  was  a  right  and  proper  one, 


your  Committee  communicated  with 
President  Gompers  relative  to  the 
matter  so  that  he  might  advise  us  if 
he  approved  of  what  we  had  done,  or 
in  other  words  to  be  sure  that  we 
would  do  nothing  that  was  inconsis- 
tent with  the  Legislative  Policy  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  President  Gompers 
forwarded  to  your  Committee  a  very 
lengthy  communication  on  the  matter 
and  concluded  by  saying  that  if  the 
Bill  reported  by  the  minority  of  the 
Recess  Committee,  known  as  the 
Pearre  Bill,  could  not  be  enacted  at 
the  present  session  of  our  Legislature, 
the  Bill  recommended  by  the  majority 
committee  should  be  accepted  as  a  be- 
ginning of  the  undoing  of  a  great  and 
flagrant  injustice  to  working  people  of 
Massachusetts. 

This  Bill  passed  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives with  very  little  opposi- 
tion, the  Bill  being  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  by  a  vote  of  112 — 69  and  went 
to  the  Senate,  better  known  this  year 
as  the  Slaughter  House  for  all  labor 
Legislation,  and  the  most  surprising 
feature  of  the  entire  proceedings  was 
the  complete  somersault  of  three  of 
the  senators  who  s'erved  on  the  Recess 
Committee  and  signed  the  report 
recommending  the  Bill,  and  when  the 
vote  was  taken  did  a  handspring  and 
voted  against  it. 

Who  were  these  high  and  lofty 
tumblers? 

Charles  D.  B.  Fiske,  of  Brighton, 
Mass. 

William  O.  Faxon,  of  Stoughton, 
Mass. 

Elmer  C.  Potter,  of  Worcester, 
Mars. 

With  every  senator  on  record  ex- 
cept President  Chappie,  the  Anti-in- 
junction Bill  was  defeated  by  a  vote 
of  15 — 22.  Its  defeat  was  marked  by 
the  sudden  change  of  the  above  named 
senators,  who  shifted  on  the  Bill.  The 
three  senators  as  members  of  the  Re- 
cess Committee  on  Labor  had  voted  in 
favor  of  a  Bill  precisely  like  that 
wnich  they  voted  against  on  Roll  Call. 

The  battle  put  up  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  b3r  the  opponents  of  the  Bill 
and  the  shifting  of  votes,  recalled  the 
famous  session  of  thr'ee  years  ago, 
when  the  Overtime  Bill,  now  a  law, 
was  defeated.  The  methods  adopted 
to  defeat  that  Bill  resulted  in  the  re- 
tirement from  political  life  of  most 
of  the  men  directly  concerned  in  the 
affair.  We  believe  what  was  done  to 
retire  to  private  life  the  African  Dod- 
gers then  in  the  Senate  can  be  done 
to  the  political  acrobats  of  the  Senate 
of  1908. 
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ROLL  CALL  IN   SENATE. 

Yes — Butler,  Dickerson,  Dixon,  Halley, 
Ilibbard,     Linehan,     Mahoney,     Mc- 
Etterick,    Mitchell,    Monahan,    Nor- 
cross,  Salter,  Sowle,  Turner,  Vabey 
—15. 
No — Abbott,  Bell,  Cowee,  Dean,  Faxon, 
Fiske,     Gallond,     Garfield,     Grimes, 
Hall,  Jenney,  Johnson,  Keith,  Morse, 
Potter,  Riley,  Schuster,  Shaw,  Spald- 
ing,    Stevens,     Treadway,    Williams 
—22. 
Paired— Yes — Richmond. 
Pai  red — No — Wheatl  ey. 

Your  Legislative  Committee  believes 
that  the  time  is  opportune  to  urge 
upon  every  wage  earner  of  Massachu- 
setts, organized  and  unorganized,  the 
necessity  of  our  fellow  workers  taking 
th;3  initiative  and  such  necessary  ac- 
tion as  will  carry  the  unanimous  ex- 
pression of  Organized  Labor  into 
effect. 

We  recommend  that  such  action  be 
taken  at  this  Convention  as  will  serve 
to  awaken  the  workers  of  this  Com- 
monwealth to  their  sense  of  duty,  by 
defeating  their  enemies  and  electing 
their  friends. 

We  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  Laboring  • 
Men  to  question  candidates  for  Office 
at  to  their  attitude  toward  Labor  Leg- 
islation. We  believe  that  all  candidates 
for  Public  Office  should  be  pledged  to 
support  Labor  Legislation. 

We  once  more  urge  upon  you  to  stand 
faithfully  by  our  friends,  irrespective 
of  party,  and  to  oppose  and  defeat  our 
enemies,  whether  they  be  candidates 
for  Presidency,  for  Congress,  or  for 
State  Office,  whether  Legislative,  Exe- 
cutive or  Judicial. 

CONCLUSION. 

Your  Committee  believes  that  by  the 
proper  work  in  the  right  direction 
the  complexion  of  the  Senate  of  1909 
can  be  changed,  whereby  it  may  be 
possible  for  the  Wage  Earners  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  receive  fair  and 
proper  treatment  in  behalf  of  Labor 
Legislation. 

Therefore,  we  recommend 

1.  That  this  Convention  declare 
what  labor  measures  to  concentrate 
our  efforts  upon,  these  Bills  to  be 
known  as  State  Branch  Labor  Bills. 

2.  That  all  Delegates  be  instructed 
to  keep  in  mind  who  were  their 
friends  on  Beacon  Hill,  also  keep  in 
mind. the  names  of  the  gentlemen  and 
where  they  come  from  who  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  unfavorable  action  of 
Labor  Legislation,  and  when  they  re- 


turn home  thley  make  some  effort  to 
have  candidates  for  Public  Office 
pledged  to  support  Labor  Legislation. 

3.  That  the  incoming  Legislative 
Committee  be  instructed  to  again  con- 
centrate its  efforts  for  the  enactment 
of  such  Bills  as  may  be  endorsed  by 
this  Convention. 

Your  Committee  desires  to  express 
its  appreciation  for  the  splendid  ser- 
vices rendered  by  F.  W.  Mansfield, 
who  acted  as  counsel  for  the  State 
Branch  in  drawing  up  the  several  Bills 
and  appearing  at  all  hearings  champ- 
ioning the  cause  of  Organized  Labor, 
always  ready  to  respond  to  the  call 
of  your  Committee.  We  take  this  op- 
portunity of  extending  our  sincere 
thanks  for  the  very  valuable  assis- 
tance given  your  Committee. 

Your  Committee  cannot  help  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Delegates  to  the 
fact  that  they  felt,  keenly  the  loss  of 
the  able  and  valuable  services  of 
Brother  Frank  K.  Foster,  Chairman 
of  our  Committee,  who  is  still  unable 
to  resum'e  his  duties,  we  wish  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  Divine  Providence 
will  soon  restore  to  Brother  Foster  his 
health  and  strength  and  old  time 
vigor,  that  he  may  be  spared  to  his 
family  and  the  Organized  Trade  Union 
Movement  for  many  years  to  come. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  R.  CROZIER, 

Acting  Chairman, 
THOMAS  M.  NOLAN, 

Secretary, 
EDMOND  F.  WARD, 
JOHN  C.  HICKEY, 

Legislative  Committee. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  Report  of 
Legislative  Committee  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Commit- 
tee's report.     Carried. 

Motion  made  at  11:50  to  adjourn; 
the  chair  being  in  doubt,  called  for  a 
standing  vote.  Motion  carried.  Ad- 
journed at  11:55. 

MONDAY   AFTERNOON'S    SESSION. 

Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
2.10  P.  M..  with  President  Philip  H. 
Sweet  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  by  delegate  Arthur  Hud- 
dell  roll  call  was  dispensed  with. 

The  secretary  read  the  minutes  ot 
the  morning  session  which  was  adopt- 
ed as  read. 

President  Sweet  announced  that  the 
pictures  of  the  delegates  would  be 
taken  Tuesday  afternoon  at  12  o'clock, 
at  City  Hall,  and  all  delegates  were  re- 
quested to  be  there.  ,'-.■••<.,  < 
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J.  R.  Crozier  reported  for  the  Cre- 
dential Committee  as  follows: 

"We  recommend  the  seating  of  John 
F.  Kennedy  and  John  J.  Hynes  of 
Sheet  and  Metal  Workers'  Union  No. 
17,  Boston." 

In  relation  to  the  Quincy  C.  L.  U. 
credential  bearing  the  name  of  Chas. 
W.  Hanscom  and  C.  W.  Wilkins,  re- 
ferred to  them,  the  Committee  found 
that  C.  W.  Wilkins  was  elected  as  an 
alternate,  but  since  his  election  had 
been  withdrawn  as  a  delegate  to  this 
convention. 

The  Committee  further  recommends 
that  inasmuch  as  William  Stancombe 
not  being  a  member  of  the  union  from 
which  he  presents  a  credential,  that 
the  convention  request  of  said  or- 
ganization to  show  cause  why  one 
other  than  a  member  of  its  union  be 
entitled  to  representation  at  this  con- 
vention. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  accept 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials except  that  part  in  reference 
to  Mr.  Wm.   Stancombe.     Carried. 

Moved  by  delegate  Mahoney  that 
Wm.  Stancombe  be  seated  as  a 
delegate  to  the  convention.  On 
motion  of  Sec.  Driscoll  Wm.  Stan- 
combe was  given  the  privilege 
of  the  floor  to  speak  upon  the 
case.  Carried.  After  further  discus- 
sion by  the  various  delegates  it  was 
moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in.  The  amendment  was 
carried  by  a  standing  vote  of  80  in  the 
affirmative  and  23  in  the  negative, 
which  referred  the  matter  back  to  the 
Credential  Committee. 

Nominations  were  called  for  to  elect 
three  members  for  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. The  following  delegates  were 
nominated: 

L.  R.  Sullivan,  Riggers'  Union. 

H.  C.  Berry,  Shoe  Workers  111. 

Henry  Sterling,  Typos  13,  Boston. 

Chas.  Hanscom,  Quincy  C.  L.  U. 

J.  F.  Mahoney,  Cigarmakers'  Union 
of  Springfield. 

Delegates  Sterling  and  Mahoney  de- 
clined nomination. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Nolan  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  one 
ballot  for  the  above  named  three  dele- 
gates to  compose  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee. Motion  carried.  The  following 
were  duly  elected  members  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee: 

L.  R.  Sullivan,  Riggers'  Union. 

H.  C.  Berry,  Shoe  Workers'  Union 
111, 

Chas.  Hanscom,  Quincy  C.  L.  U. 


International  President  T.  J.  Sulli- 
van of  the  Hotel,  Restaurant  and  Wait- 
ers' and  Bartenders'  League  of  Amer- 
ica made  a  very  eloquent  address  to 
the  delegates,  urging  the  various 
local  unions  of  his  craft  in  Massachu- 
setts to  become  affiliated  with  the 
Massachusetts  State  Branch  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L. 

Louis  D.  Brandeis  and  State  Actuary 
Hunter  addressed  the  convention  on 
Old  Age  Annuity  and  Savings  Bank  In- 
surance. On  motion  of  Delegate  J.  R. 
Crozier  that  the  secretary  be  request- 
ed to  draft  a  circular  outlining  the 
workings  of  the  Old  Age  Annuity  Act 
calling  upon  the  various  unions  to  ap- 
point a  committee  to  take  up  this  mat- 
ter and  assist  in  obtaining  member- 
ship in  same.    Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  a  rising 
vote  of  thanks  be  extended  to  both 
the  gentlemen  for  addressing  the  dele- 
gates upon  these  subjects.  Motion 
was  carried  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  no  resolu- 
tion be  accepted  after  Wednesday 
noon  unless  by  unanimous  consent. 
An  amendment  made  that  the  time  be 
further  extended  until  2  o'clock  Wed- 
nesday. Further  amended  that  Tues- 
day afternoon  be  the  time  limit  for 
presentation   of   resolutions.     Carried. 

On  motion,  convention  adjourned  at 
4  o'clock. 


TUESDAY    MORNING    SESSION. 

Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
9:20  A.  M.,  with  Philip  H.  Sweet  in 
the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Louis  Sulli- 
van, roll  call  was  dispensed  with. 

The  secretary  read  the  minutes  of 
Monday  afternoon's  session,  which 
were  adopted  as  read. 

J.  R.  Crozier  reported  for  the  Cre- 
dential Committee  that  Michael  C. 
Roche  had  presented  a  credential  from 
Horse  Shoers'  Union  of  Boston,  and 
recommended  that  he  be  seated. 
Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  accepted  and 
Delegate  Roche  seated.     Carried. 

Delegate  E.  Gerry  Brown  of  Brock- 
ton reported  for  the  Committee  on 
Rules,  as  follows: 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
23rd  Annual  Convention,  Mass.  State 
Branch,  A,  F.  of  L. 

Lowell,  Oct.  12,  1908. 
Your  Committee   on  Rules   submits 

the  following  report: 


22 


PKOCEEDINGS 


The  order  of  business  in  this  con- 
vention shall  be  as  follows: 

1.  Roll  call  of  delegates. 

2.  Roll  call  of  officers. 

3.  Reading  of  the  minutes. 

4.  Report   of    Special    Committee. 

5.  Report  of  Standing  Committee. 

6.  Report  of  officers. 

7.  Introduction  of  resolutions. 

8.  Unfinished   business. 

9.  New  business. 

10.    Good  of  the  order. 
.  11.    Adjournment. 

The  convention  shall  assemble  at 
9  o'clock  and  be  declared  adjourned  at 
12,  unless  adjournment  is  reached  by 
motion  at  an  earlier  hour;  it  shall  re- 
assemble at  2  and  remain  in  session 
not  later  than  5  P.  M.  subject  to  the 
foregoing  provisions. 

No  member  shall  be  given  the  floor 
twice  on  the  same  question  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  some  other  member  who 
may  seek  the  floor  at  the  same  time. 
No  member  shall  speak  more  than  five 
minutes  unless  by  consent  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

A  motion  for  the  previous  question, 
to  lay  on  the  table  or  to  postpone, 
shall  not  debar  the  proposer  of  the 
question  the  privilege  of  speaking  on 
the  question. 

Any  member  rising  to  speak  shall, 
after  being  recognized  by  the  Chair, 
give  his  name,  the  number  of  the  local 
he  represents  and  the  location  of 
same. 

No  resolution  or  amendment  to  the 
constitution  will  be  received  after 
Tuesday  evening  except  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  those  present. 

The  rules  of  one  convention  shall 
remain  in  force  until  the  committee 
on  rules  shall  report  at  the  next  con- 
vention and  the  report  accepted. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Rules  be  accept- 
ed and  adopted  by  this  convention. 
Carried. 

Delegate  Frank  McCarthy  reported 
for  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  as 
fellows: 


forward  the  cause  of  organized  labor 
that  the  public  be  notified  of  its  un- 
fairness to  organized  labor  and  this 
company  be  placed  on  the  unfair  list 
of  the  State  Branch  A.  F.  of  I».,  also 
that  the  secretary-treasurer  be  in- 
structed to  issue  a  circular  to  the 
locals  of  organized  labor  in  the  place 
where   the    coal    company    does    busl- 

(Signed)     John  J.  FENTON, 

ROBERT  J.  LYNCH, 
Boston  Local  No.  68. 

Resolution  No.  1:  Presented  by 
delegates  of  local  68,  was  approved 
and  further  amended;  Secretary- 
Treasurer  was  instructed  to  issue  a 
circular  to  locals  in  places  where  The 
Coal  Company  dotes  business.  Moved 
and  seconded  that  the  report  be  con- 
curred in.     Carried. 

RESOLUTION  No.  5. 

Introduced  by  Chas.  W.  Hanscom. 

Resolved,  that  the  State  Branch, 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
in  convention  assembled  hereby  in- 
struct the  delegate  elected  to  the  Den- 
ver session  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  secure 
the  appointment  of  an  organizer  who 
shall  be  stationed  in  Quincy,  Mass., 
for  six  months,  to  organize  the  trades 
employed  in  the  shipbuilding  industry 
of  that  city.  There  are  twenty-five 
hundred  to  three  thousand  men  em- 
ployed who  are  practically  unor- 
ganized. Two  unions  have  suspended 
the  past  year,  as  no  assistance  was 
rendered  them  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to 
secure  new  members.  There  never 
has  been  any  effort  made  to  organize 
men  employed  in  the  shipbuilding  in- 
dustry by  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  the  con- 
ditions are  such  that  no  member  of  a 
local  union  would  attempt  to,  as  it 
would  result  in  his  discharge. 

Ari opted  by  the  Central  Labor  Union 
of  Quincy,  Sept.  17. 

(Signed) 

JAMES   WATSON, 
Secretary. 

Approved:     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  1. 

To  the  officers  and  delegates  to  the 
23rd  annual  convention  of  the  State 
Branch  A.  F.  of  L.  recognizing  that 
the  Neponset  Coal  Co.  has  been  un- 
fair to  organized  labor  and  particular- 
ly to  Boston  Amalgamation  Coal 
Teamsters'  and  Helpers'  Union  No.  68 
and  to  other  crafts. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  this 
honorable  body  take  such  steps  as  to 


RESOLUTION  No.  6. 

Introduced  by  Chas.  W.  Hanscom. 

Resolved:  That  the  State  Branch 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
endorse  the  action  of  the  Central  La- 
bor Union  at  Quincy,  which  placed  the 
Neponset  River  Coal  Company  on  the 
don't  patronize  list. 

Adopted  by  the  Central  Labor  Union 
of  Quincy,  Oct.  1,  1908. 

JAMES  WATSON,  Sec'y. 
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No  further  action  necessary,  as  ac- 
tion has  already  been  taken.  Report 
of  committee  concurred  in.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.  7. 

Introduced  by  Chas.  W.  Hanscom. 

Resolved;  that  the  delegate  elected 
to  represent  the  State  Branch  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  the 
session  held  at  Denver,  Colorado,  Nov. 
10,  is  hereby  instructed  to  present  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved:  That  the  salary  of  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  is  hereby  re- 
duced to  the  amount  paid  prior  to  the 
Norfolk  convention. 

Adopted  by  the  Central  Labor  Union 
of  Quincy,  Sept.  17,  1908. 

(Signed)     JAMES    WATSON, 
Secretary. 
Committee  reports  non-concurrence. 
Report  of  committee  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.  8. 

Presented  by  Delegate  Jere  P.  O'Sul- 
livan,  Bartenders'  Union  90,  Law- 
rence. 

Whereas,  the  Bartenders'  Interna- 
tional Union  have  been,  and  are  at 
present,  making  a  special  effort  to  or- 
ganize the  bartenders  of  this  country 
in  general  and  in  the  city  of  Lowell 
in  particular,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  that  the  delegates  to  the 
23rd  annual  convention  of  the  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L,  be  urged  to  de- 
mand the  blue  button  of  said  Barten- 
ders' International  Union  and  to  give 
the  said  Bartenders'  International 
Union  their  moral  support. 

JERE  P.  O'SULLIVAN. 

Approved.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.  9. 

Whereas  of  late  years  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  and  various 
cities  therein,  have  established  the 
policy  of  government  by  commission; 
and 

Whereas  these  commissions  have 
control  over  the  interests  of  many 
thousands  of  wage  earners,  while  at 
the  same  time  the  wage  earners  have 
no  representatives  on  these  commis- 
sions who  by  training  or  experience 
are  qualified  to  safeguard  their  inter- 
ests; and 

Whereas  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  our  institutions  that  any  system  of 
government    should    be    instituted    in 


which  tho  laboring  class  are  denied 
representation ; 

Be  it  resolved  that  we,  the  Electrical 
Workers  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
England  in  convention  assembled,  de- 
mand that  on  all  commissions,  both 
State  and  Municipal,  there  be  ap- 
pointed a  representative  labor  man 
qualified  by  training  and  experience  to 
safeguard  the  interests  of  the  wage 
earners;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  in- 
struct our  delegates  to  present  these 
resolutions  to  the  State  Branch  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L  for  endorsement  and  sup- 
port, and  that  it  be  requested  to 
instruct  the  legislative  committee  to 
obtain  pledges  from  all  mayoralty 
and  gubernatorial  candidates  to  carry 
out  this  policy  in  their  appointments  to 
such  commissions. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  New  England  District 
Council  of  Electrical  Workers  be 
adopted  and  the  recommendation  con- 
curred in  by  the  23rd  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  State  Branch  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L. 

Approved  by  Committee. 

(Signed) 
CHAS.  W.  HANSCOM, 
JAS.  LYNCH, 
JOHN  FARRELL, 
L.  W.  E.  KIMBALL, 
Local  103, 
International  Brotherhood  of 
Electrical  Workers. 
Approved:   Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.  15. 

Introduced  by  William  Wixted  of 
the  United  Hatters  of  N.  A. 

Whereas,  by  the  judicious  use  of  the 
Union  label  on  all  goods  manufactured 
by  organized  labor,  we  can  success- 
fully combat  the  evils  of  prison-made 
and  sweat  shop  product,  thereby  guar- 
anteeing purity,  clean  and  healthful 
conditions  in  factories,  mills  and  work- 
shops; and 

Whereas,  the  United  Hatters  of 
North  America  for  the  past  five  years 
have  been  and  are  now  contesting  in 
the  Federal  Courts  of  the  United 
States  and  the  State  Court  of  Connec- 
ticut a  suit  for  damages  to  the  amount 
of  Three  Hundred  and  Twenty  Thou- 
sand Dollars  ($320,000)  for  alleged 
boycotting  of  the  Non-Union  hats  of 
D.  E.  Loewe  of  Danbury,  Ct,  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved:  That  we  render  our  assist- 
ance to  the  United  Hatters  of  North 
America  by  refusing  to  buy  any  soft 
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or  stiff  hats  unless  they  bear  the  Union 
label. 

Further  Resolved:  That  we  instruct 
the  officers  and  delegates  assembled  to 
endeavor  to  have  retail  Hat  merchants 
discontinue  the  handling  of  the  Stet- 
son, Knox,  Youman  and  other  unfair 
hats. 

Approved :     Adoptejd. 

Secretary-Treasurer    D.    D.    Driscoll 
read     the     following     communication 
from  Mayor  Avery  of  Holyoke: 
Mr.  M.  T.  Joyce. 

Boston,  Mass., 
Dear  Sir:  — 

As  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Holyoke 
and  in  behalf  of  its  citizens,  it  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  co-operate  with 
the  members  of  our  local  labor  organ- 
izations in  asking  that  the  next  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  be  held  in  this  city. 

I  believe  that  our  people  generally 
would  be  very  glad  to  have  the  Con- 
vention meet  with  us  and  that  also 
citizens  both  within  and  without  the 
organizations  would  do  all  that  they 
could  to  make  the  delegates  welcome 
and  the  Convention  a  success. 

I  personally  hope  that  the  desire  of 
our  local  organizations  to  have  the 
Convention  with  them,  will  be  realized 
and  I  should  be  very  glad  to  do  any- 
thing individually  to  help  toward  this 
end  and  if  the  Convention  should  meet 
here,  as  a  citizen,  I  should  be  only  too 
glad  to  do  anything  possible  to  make 
it  a  success. 

Very  truly, 

N.  P.  AVERY,  Mayor. 

Oct.  2nd,  1908. 

Communication  accepted  and  placed 
on  file. 

Secretary-Treasurer  read  the  follow- 
ing communication  from  Waiters' 
Union,  No.  80,  of  Boston: 

Mr.  Martin  T.  Joyce,  Sec.  State  Branch 
A.  F.  of  L. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Oct.  10th,  1908 
Dear  Sir:  — 

We  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  all 
organized  bodies  to  the  fact  that  com- 
mitteemen serving  on  parties,  picnics, 
balls,  dinners,  banquets,  etc.,  in  a  great 
many  instances  when  contracting  with 
hotels,  restaurants  or  caterers  are 
neglectful  in  selecting  waiters  suitable 
for  these  occasions. 

We,  the  Waiters'  Union,  Local  80, 
are  an  organized  body  of  white  waiters 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  also  Boston  Central  La- 


bor Union,  feel  that  inasmuch  as  the 
members  of  this  body  are  and  always 
have  complied  with  all  requirements 
where  a  Union  Label  or  Button  is 
concerned,  that  you  should  see  to  it 
that  union  waiters  serve  whenever  and 
wherever  they  may  be  required,  and 
threfore  we  earnestly  solicit  any  fu- 
ture work  that  you  may  have  in  our 
line. 

Fraternally, 
WAITERS   UNION,    LOCAL    80, 
John  E.  Finnegan,  Sec. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  request  be 
granted.     Carried. 

On  motion  convention  adjourned  at 
10.55. 

October,  13,  1908, 
AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
2.20  P.  M.,  President  Philip  H.  Sweet 
in  the  chair. 

Motion  made  and  seconded  that  roll 
call  be  dispensed  with;  the  chair  be- 
ing in  doubt,  a  standing  vote  was. 
taken.  Affirmative,  48;  negative,  36. 
Motion  carried. 

On  motion,  reading  of  minutes  was 
dispensed  with. 

Nomination  of  Officers.  Following 
delegates  were  placed  in  nomination: 

For  President,  Delegate  E.  F.  Ward 
nominated  Philip  H.  Sweet,  Coopers' 
89,  Boston. 

For  First  Vice-president,  Delegate 
James  English  nominated  T.  J.  Dur- 
nin,  Bartenders',  Holyoke. 

For  Second  Vice-president,  M.  T. 
Joyce  nominated  J.  W.  Walls,  of 
Worcester. 

For  Third  Vice-president,  Delegate 
Win.  Wixted  nominated  William  J. 
Smith,  of  North  Adams. 

For  Fourth  Vice-president,  the 
names  of  Delegates  Michael  D.  Collins, 
of  Cambridge  C.  L.  U.,  and  John  W. 
Powers,  of  Fall  River  C.  L.  U.,  were 
placed  in  nomination. 

For  Fifth  Vice-president,  the  names 
of  the  following  delegates  were  placed 
in  nomination:  Frank  M.  Bump^  of 
Brockton;  Charles  J.  Gallagher,  of 
Carpenters'  33,  of  Boston;  Dennis  B. 
Healey,  of  the  Leather  Workers'  of 
of  Lowell;  Daniel  F.  Carney,  of  Mil- 
ford  C.  L.  U.;  Charles  Hanscom,  of 
Quincy  C.  L.  U.;  Joseph  J.  Chatterton, 
of  Lasters'  32,  of  Lynn. 

For  Secretary-Treasurer,  Delegate 
A.  M.  Huddle  nominated  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Dennis  D.  Driscoll. 

For  the  Legislative  Committee, 
Delegate  Tagen  nominated   George  E. 
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Curran,  of  the  Stage  Employees  of 
Boston. 

Delegate  J.  Timiilty  nominated 
James  R.  Orozier,  Carriage  Workers. 

Delegate  James  Potts  nominated  E. 
F.  Ward,  Brewery  Workers'  29. 

Delegate  Robert  S.  Mlaloney  nomi- 
nated Thomas  M.  Nolan,  Typographical 
13,  of  Boston. 

Delegate  J.  F.  Sinnott  nominated 
Henry  Sterling,  Typographical  13,  of 
Boston. 

Delegate  Wm.  Kinder  nominated 
William  E.  Sprouie,  of  Street  Railway 
Men  of  Lowell. 

Delegate  Rodney  McCormack  nomi- 
nated Edward  F.  Connolly,  of  Lamp- 
lighters' Union,  of  Boston. 

Delegate  C.  S*.  Gibson  nominated 
John  D.  Dullea,  of  Boot  &  Shoe 
Workers'  108,  of  Lynn. 

Delegate  Wm.  Kinder  nominated 
John  Weaver  Sherman,  of  Boston 
News  Writers'  Union  No.  1. 

Delegate  Charles  O'Donnell  nomi- 
nated Christopher  Mallen,  of  Barbers' 
182.  Delegate  Mallen  declines  nomi- 
nation. 

Delegate  Konrad  Young  nominated 
Wm.  EL  Frazier  of  Atlantic  Coast  Sea- 
mens'  Union. 

For  delegate  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  Dele- 
gate E.  Gerry  Brown  nominated  Thom- 
as M.  Nolan  of  Typos  13  of  Boston. 

Delegate  P.  Mahoney  nominated  C. 
H.  Hanscom  of  C.  L.  U.  of  Quincy. 

Sec'y  Dennis  D.  Driscoll  nomi- 
nated Frank  H.  McCarthy  of  Cigar- 
makers  Union  97. 

The  following  cities  were  placed  in 
nomination  for  the  next  convention. 
Delegate  Alden  placed  in  nomination 
the  City  of  Hoyloke;  Delegate  C.  A. 
Cullen  placed  in  nomination  the  City 
of  Worcester. 

Delegate  Frank  H.  McCarthy  report- 
ed for  the  Committee  on  Resolutions, 
as  follows: 


RESOLUTION  No.  17. 

To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Conven- 
tion Mass.  State  Branch  A.  F.  of  L. 

Whereas,  There  are  several  non- 
union bottling  establishments  in  the 
City  of  Boston  supplying  bottled  beer 
throughout  this  State,  principally 
among  those  are  Joseph  Gahm  &  Co., 
agent  and  bottler  of  Schlitz  Milwaukee 
beer;  L.  Spiedel  &  Co.,  agents  and  bot- 
tlers of  Pabst  Milwaukee  beer;  Jacob 
Wirth  &  Co.,  agents  and  bottlers  of 
Anheuser-Busch  St.  Louis  beer,  and 
Narragansett  Brewery,  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  beers. 

Whereas,  Those  firms  are  the  strong 


supporters  of    Geo.    B.    Hugo,   so    well 
known  to  all  of  you. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  That  the 
Mass.  State  Branch  and  its  affiliated 
unions  lend  their  support  to  the  Brew- 
ery Workers'  and  Bottlers'  Unions  of 
Boston  to  bring  those  three  firms  into 
the  Union  column. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  if  this 
is  not  accomplished  in  the  near  fu- 
ture that  the  above-named  firms  will 
receive  particular  attention  of  the 
State  Branch  A.  F.  of  Labor. 

(Signed)     EDMOND  F.  WARD, 
Chairman, 
Joint  Local  Executive  Board  of  United 
Brewery  Workers. 

Approved;   adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.   18. 

Boston,  October  12,  1908. 

Whereas,  An  organized  effort  is 
made  throughout  the  country  to  bring 
about  absolute  prohibition  of  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  all  malt  spir- 
ituous liquors,  and 

Whereas,  The  success  of  such  a 
movement  would  cause  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  our  fellow  trades  union- 
ists to  be  thrown  out  of  employment, 
thus  adding  to  the  poverty  and  misery 
now  prevailing  among  working  people, 
and 

Whereas,  We  believe  in  American 
principle  of  the  broadest  personal  lib- 
erty for  the  individual,  in  so  far  as  the 
exercise  of  that  liberty  is  in  keeping 
with  law  and  order  and  good  govern- 
ment, and 

Whereas,  Statistics  compiled  by  our 
government  shows  that  prohibition 
breed  "dives"  and  "joints"  where  an 
illegitimate  traffic  in  liquor  is  carried 
on  in  violation  of  law,  resulting  not 
only  in  the  government  being  deprived 
of  any  revenue  to  which  it  justly  is 
entitled,  but  in  addition  thereto  creat- 
ing a  demoralizing  effect  and  contempt 
for  all  laws,  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  in  temperance 
not  only  in  the  use  of  liquor,  but  tem- 
perance in  all  things,  including  the  ad- 
vocacy of  measures  under  the  name 
of  reform,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Mass.  State 
Branch  A.  F.  of  L.  in  Twenty-third  An- 
nual Convention  in  the  City  of  Lowell, 
October  12,  1908,  do  hereby  declare  it- 
self opposed  to  prohibition  and  op- 
posed to  the  drastic  measures  proposed 
by  the  advocates  thereof,  but  in  so 
declaring  our  opposition  to  the  doc- 
trine of  prohibition  we  wish  it  clearly 
understood  that  we  favor  the  super- 
vision and   control   of  saloons  and  all 
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places  where  liquor  is  sold  and  dis- 
pensed in  the  hands  of  our  officials; 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  in  the  adoption  of 
these  resolutions,  we  demand  com- 
plete recognition  of  the  just  demand 
of  labor  working  at  the  different 
crafts  employed  in  this  industry  as  ex- 
pressed through  their  various  organi- 
zations affiliated  with  the  A.  P.  of  L. 

Signed:  i 

Delegates  Bartenders'  Union  Local  177, 

Boston. 
Brewery  Workmen's  Union  29,  Boston. 
Bottlers'  and  Drivers'  L.  U.,  14,  Boston. 
Brewery  Workers'   Union,   14,  Boston. 
Brewery  Workers'  Union,  136,  Worces- 
ter. 
Brewerv  Workers'  Union,  99,  Spring- 
field. 
Jas.  R.   Crozier,  Carriage  Workers  9, 

Boston. 
Philip  IT.  Sweet,  Coopers  89,  Boston. 
A.  McKenzie,  Engineers  16,  Boston. 
Delegate  from  Bartenders'  Local  90. 
Thos.  J.  Durnin,  Bartenders  81. 
John    J.     Griffin,    Sec'y-Treas.     N.    E. 

Branch. 
Martin  J.  Cairns,  Bartenders'  Local  100. 
Joseph  Laycock,  Waiters  80. 
John  Finnegan,  Waiters  80. 
Approved.     Adopted. 


That  we  in  convention  assembled 
heed  the  advice  and  warning  of  Presi- 
dent Gompers,  and  in  purchasing  pro- 
ducts will  see  that  the  said  products 
bear  the  union  label,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  that  we  exercise   all  our 
power  to  the  end  that  the  sale  of  the 
J.   H.   P.   5c.  cigar  be  destroyed. 
P.  MAHONEY, 

p.  h.  McCarthy, 

W.  F.  KINDER. 
Cigarmakers'  Union  97,  Boston. 
Approved:   adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.  22. 

Delegates   of   the    St.   Railway   Mens' 
Union   to   the   Convention   of  the 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.  hereby 
resolve: 
That  it  is  the  sentiment  of  this  Con- 
vention  that  in   the   interests   of  hu- 
manity,   that   the    Electrical    Railway 
Lines   of   this    Commonwealth    should 
by  law  be  compelled  to  provide  a  seat 
in  the  vestibule  of  each  car,  for  the 
use  of  the  motorman  when  on  duty. 
WM.  E.  SPROULE, 
St.  Carmens'  Union  of  Lowell. 
Approved:   adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  21. 

Whereas,  Pres.  Gompers  in  answer 
to  the  attacks  made  on  Organized 
Labor  by  the  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion said  that  the  only  way  to  defeat 
the  work  of  the  Manufacturers'  Associ- 
ation (employers  of  non-union,  scab 
and  child  labor)  is  to  purchase  only 
union  labeled  products;  and 

Whereas,  the  cigar  known  as  the  J. 
H.  P.,  a  5c.  cigar,  the  sale  of  which  has 
grown  enormously  within  the  last  year 
in  Massachusetts,  is  made  by  unfair 
labor  and  should  be  avoided  by  Union 
men  as  they  would  avoid  a  pest;  and 

Whereas,  the  increased  sale  of  non- 
union made  products  means  more  idle 
union  men,  the  draining  of  Union 
treasury  to  relieve  the  distress  caused 
by  non-employment,  and  makes  the 
Union  impotent  to  meet  the  attacks 
made  on  them  by  the  employers. 

And,  Whereas,  every  purchaser  of 
the  J.  H.  P.  5c.  cigar  whether  he  be 
a  Union  or  non-union  man  is  contribu- 
ting to  the  fund  of  the  Manufacturers' 
Association  to  fight  and  destroy  the 
Trade  Union  movement;   and 

Whereas,  the  destruction  of  the  trade 
union  means  the  destruction  of  our 
liberties  and  the  turning  back  of  man- 
kind to  savagery;  therefore  be  it  re- 
solved: 


RESOLUTION  No.  23. 

Delegates  from  the  Street  Railway 
Men's  Union  to  the  State  Branch,  A. 
F.  of  L.,  ask  that  this  convention  en- 
dorse the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  law  as  it  now 
exists  in  relation  to  the  hours  of  labor 
as  governing  the  employment  of  mo- 
tormen  and  conductors  upon  the  elec- 
tric railways  of  this  Commonwealth 
be  amended  to  read  as  follows:  That 
a  day's  work  for  all  motormen  and 
conductors  shall  not  exceed  nine 
hours  and  that  the  time  for  perform- 
ing said  day's  work  shall  be  completed 
in  eleven  consecutive  hours,  from  the 
time  of  his  beginning  of  his  day's 
work,  until  the  last  hour  shall  have 
been  completed. 

(Signed) 

DELEGATE  WM.   E.   SPROULE, 
Street  Carmen's  Union  of  Lowell. 

Approved.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  30. 

Lowell,  Oct.  13,  1908. 
Resolution     on     Stationary   Firemens' 

license  law  enforcement. 

Resolved,  that  the  State  Police  be 
instructed  in  enforcing  the  law,  pass- 
ed on  by  the  Legislature.    The  laws 
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are  ignored  at  present,  the  corpora- 
tions are  getting  everything  they  want 
in  defiance  of  the  laws  passed  by  the 
Legislature  by  employing  men  without 
licenses,  while  men  with  licenses  are 
walking  the  streets. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the 
convention  instruct  its  secretary  to 
appear  before  the  State  Police  and 
demand  that  the  laws  now  upon  the 
Statute  books  be  lived  up  to. 
(Signed) 
HUGH  J.  GALLAGHER, 

Firemens'  Local  14, 
Lowell,   Mass. 
Referred     to     incoming     Executive 
Council.     Report  concurred  in. 


RESOLUTION  No.  31. 

Be  it  Resolved, 

That  the  Mass.  State  Federation  of 
Labor  in  convention  assembled  do 
hereby  declare  their  unanimous  oppo- 
sition to  the  so-called  Government  by 
commission,  which  is  now  being  in- 
troduced by  a  number  of  citizens  for 
the  purpose  of  stifling  a  popular  form 
of  government  by  the  people  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  few  to  the  detriment  of 
the  masses,  but  we  believe  every  city 
and  town  should  be  granted  the  initia- 
tion and  referendum  and  recall,  in  or- 
der that  it  may  enjoy  the  fullest  meas- 
ure of  self  government. 

EDWARD  F.   CONNELLY, 
Lamplighters  Union  11  and  13. 
M.  F.  O'BRIEN, 

Paving  Dept.  6751. 
J.    J.    CORCORAN, 

8279  Cambridge. 
Approved.    Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  33. 

•  Resolved,  That  we  call  the  attention 
of  organized  labor  and  the  public  gen- 
erally to  the  fact  that  Butterick, 
Standard  and  New  Idea  Patterns  and 
the  Designer  and  Delineator  are  issued 
by  a  corporation  who  let  all  their  old 
employees  go  rather  than  grant  an 
eight-hour  day,  and  its  products  are 
unfair;  also  the  Ladies'  Home  Journal 
and  Saturday  Evening  Post,  issued  by 
the  Curtis  Publishing  Company  of 
Philadelphia. 

J.  T.  SINNOTT. 
Approved.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  34. 

Whereas,    The   Trade   Union    move- 
ment does  not  give  the  seriousness  and 


consideration  it  deserves  to  the  Regis- 
tration of  Citizens  and  naturalization 
of  aliens  for  the  purpose  of  voting  in 
all  national,  state  and  municipal  elec- 
tions so  as  the  friends  of  labor  and 
the  laboring  classes  might  be  elected 
to  office. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  this 
23rd  session  of  the  State  Branch,  A. 
F.  of  L.  in  convention  assembled,  re- 
quest Central  Bodies  and  all  affiliated 
Locals  to  establish  Bureau  of  In- 
formation as  to  registration  and 
naturalization  and  possibly  enable 
every  member  connected  with  the 
Trades  Union  movement  to  become 
citizens  and  voters  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

(Signed)  JOHN  J.  GRIFFIN, 

Sec'y  Treas.  Local  86, 
Bartenders  Union,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Approved.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  NO.   35. 

Whereas,  There  is  in  the  City  of 
Lowell  and  vicinity  over  30,000  textile 
workers  who  are  for  the  most  part  in 
an  unorganized  condition,  and 

Whereas,  The  major  portion  of  these 
are  women  and  children  making  the 
work  of  organization  most  difficult, 

Be  it  therefore  resolved, 

That  this  convention  go  on  record  as 
pledging  itself  to  use  its  best  efforts  to 
cooperate  in  bringing  about  a  better 
organization  among  the  textile  work- 
ers of  this  locality,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved, 

That   the   organizing   Committee   of 
this  body  be   instructed   to   carry  out 
the  mandates  of  this  Resolution. 
(Signed) 

DELEGATE  WM.  E.  SPROULE, 
Lowell,  Mass. 

Approved.    Adopted. 

Delegate  Nolan  asks  in  regard  to  the 
status  of  the  Committee  of  eighteen 
elected  at  Faneuil  Hall  Protest  Meet- 
ing in  June  of  this  year.  President 
Sweet  made  the  following  decision: 
That  inasmuch  as  many  of  the  or- 
ganizations represented  at  the  Protest 
Meeting  are  not  affiliated  with  the 
Massachusetts  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of 
L.,  and  as  some  members  of  the  com- 
mittee belong  to  unions  not  affiliated 
with  this  body,  therefore  it  cannot  be 
considered  a  standing  committee,  of 
this  convention. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  com- 
mittee of  eighteen  be  granted  the 
privilege  of  the  floor  to  make  its  re- 
port. Amended.  That  it  be  made  a 
special  order  of  business  for  Wednes- 
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day  moraine's  session  at  9  o'clock. 
Further  amended  that  after  the  read- 
ing of  the  minutes  on  Wednesday 
morning  that  the  privilege  of  the  floor 
be  granted  to  the  Committee  of 
Eighteen  to  make  such  report  as  they 
wish.     Motion  carried  as  amended. 

On  motion,  convention  adjourned  at 
5  P.  M. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING'S  SESSION. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  9.20. 
President  P.  H.  Sweet  in  the  chair. 

Roll  call  was  taken. 

Minutes  of  Tuesday  afternoon's  ses- 
sion were  read  and  adopted. 

Thomas  M.  Nolan  proceeded  with 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Eighteen  under  a  special  order  of 
business,  as  follows: 

To   the   Officers   and   members  of  the 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L. 

We  submit  to  this  convention  a  sum- 
mary of  the  protest  meeting  and  sub- 
sequent action  taken  by  a  special  com- 
mittee of  18  acting  in  conjunction 
with  the  Executive  Board  and  Legis- 
lative Committee  of  the  Mass.  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.  The  following 
resolutions  were  adopted  and  mailed 
to  every  union  in  the  State. 
*        #        * 

Whereas,  The  National  Convention 
of  the  highest  authority  of  organiza- 
tions affiliated  with  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
have  declared  that  wealth  producers 
should  unite  to  defeat  their  enemies 
and  elect  their  friends  and  that  duly 
authorized  representatives  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  should  endeavor  to  secure  favor- 
able party  declaration  and  to  question 
candidates  as  to  their  attitude  thereto; 
and 

Whereas  in  pursuance  of  their  duty 
thus  imposed  upon  them  the  national 
executive  council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
prepared  what  in  their  judgment  was 
the  best  expression  of  labor's  position 
on  certain  questions  of  public  policy 
and  presented  them  to  two  national 
conventions  of  which  the  nominee  of 
one  or  the  other  will  be  elected  Presi- 
dent; and 

Whereas  the  Executive  Council  has 
promulgated  as  the  result  of  their 
efforts  that  the  time  has  come  to 
make  a  demonstration  of  our  solidarity 
and  political  unity  by  an  organized 
movement; 

Now  Therefore,  we  declare  that  the 
one  recognized  way  under  American 
institutions  to  unite  is  to  fairly  ascer- 
tain the  will  of  the  majority  and  then 


temporarily  at  least  to  accept  the 
verdict  of  that  majority  which  is  now 
fairly  presented.  In  this  spirit  we 
urge  upon  our  membership  that  in 
this  crisis  it  pledge  its  best  efforts  to 
support  our  Honorable  President 
Samuel  Gompers  and  the  Executive 
Council  and  we  further  suggest  that 
the  officious  interference  in  any  form 
of  those  who  write  platforms  giving 
us  more  than  we  ask  for  that  could 
now  be  obtained  serves  no  purpose 
other  than  an  attempt  to  divide  our 
forces  and  should  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  recognize 
the  absolute  political  independence  of 
the  members  of  organized  labor  we 
desire  to  urge  upon  them  the  profound 
importance  in  the  pending  campaign 
of  following  the  advice  of  the 
National  Executive  Council  by  oppos- 
ing the  use  of  injunctions  in  labor 
disputes. 

Resolved  that  we  urge  the  formation 
of  clubs  in  every  locality  in  the  Com- 
monwealth to  give  special  study  to  the 
question  of  injunctions  and  to  uphold 
the  principles  of  organized  labor  in  the 
interest  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Committee  suggests  that  if  any 
political  expression  is  to  be  accepted 
as  the  sentiment  of  organized  labor 
it  should  come  as  the  act  of  a  majority 
of  any  meeting,  conference  or  conven- 
tion qualified  to  act  upon  that  subject. 
For  a  number  of  years  the  national 
conventions  of  the  A.  F.  of  L».  have  de- 
clared the  political  policy  of  organized 
labor  to  be  as  follows:  to  secure 
pledges  in  favor  of  our  principles  in 
political  platforms  and  from  candi- 
dates representing  them,  and  to  elect 
our  friends  and  defeat  our  enemies 
without  regard  to  party  allegiance. 
Acting  in  accordance  with  these  in- 
structions given  by  our  National  con- 
ventions at  Minneapolis  and  Norfolk, 
our  national  and  state  committees 
have  attended  to  their  duty  in 
national  and  state  politics  and  have 
reported  what  in  their  opinion  the  best 
interests  of  our  trade  union  movement 
demands.  Their  report  and  recommen- 
dations are  therefore  the  legitimate 
development  of  the  votes  of  the  major- 
ity of  our  Federation  which  gave  them 
their  instructions.  As  such  they  should 
receive  the  attention  of  those  who  be- 
lieve that  if  our  political  power  is  to 
be  exercised  in  any  form  it  should  be 
through  the  universally  accepted 
method  of  ascertaining  the  will  of  the 
majority  and  abiding,  for  the  time 
being,  by  its  decision. 

We  recommend,  That  mass  meetings 
be  at  once  called  by  the  central  bodies 
and  such  other  steps  taken  as  will  best 


PROCEEDINGS 


29 


serve  to  arouso  the  voters  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  a  realizatiou  of  the 
importance  of  the  pending  election. 

Recommendations  of  protest  commit- 
tee for  circulars  and  leaflets  to  be  sent 
throughout  the  State. 

To   the   Wage   Earners   of   Massachu- 
setts:— 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  pro- 
found importance  of  the  pending  State 
and  Natonal  election  and  the  necessity 
of  giving  the  most  careful  scrutiny  to 
party  platforms  and  candidates,  par- 
ticularly in  labor  disputes. 

In  March  of  the  present  year  a  con- 
ference was  called  by  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  at  Washing- 
ton prompted  by  failure  to  secure  any 
remedial  legislation  upon  the  injunc- 
tion issue  and  also  changing  the  Sher- 
man anti-trust  law  which  by  a  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court  declared 
Trade  Unions  to  be  conspiracies  and 
trusts,  leaving  every  member  liable  to 
a  fine  of  $5000  and  imprisonment  for 
one  year,  or  both  said  fine  and  im- 
prisonment. 

At  a  largely  attended  protest  meet- 
ing held  in  Fanueil  Hall  to  which  all 
unions  were  invited  to  send  delegates 
in  June,  a  committee  was  appointd  to 
recommend  a  line  of  political  action 
to  particularly  oppose  an  appeal  to 
the  voters  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  to  cast  their  ballots  for 
men  and  principles  that  will  best 
subserve  their  interests. 

The  workers  are  victims  of  labor  in- 
junctions, such  as  are  never  issued 
against  other  citizens,  which,  obtained 
under  a  false  pretence,  are  used  to 
dishearten  and  defeat  men  asking  to 
better  their  moral  and  industrial  con- 
ditions. 

Such  injunctions  recognize  a  right  of 
property  in  men,  encroach  upon  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  the  press; 
force  men  to  work  when  they  desire 
to  quit,  refuse  to  workmen  their  or- 
dinary privileges  as  citizens  and  ren- 
der them  liable  to  punishment  for 
innocent  acts  at  the  whim  or  discretion 
of  a  single  judge,  or  when  charged 
with  misdemeanors,  deny  them  trial  by 
jury  and  the  reasonable  safeguards 
that  protect  the  rights  of  a  common 
criminal,  and 

In  spite  of  protests,  one  of  the  great 
parties  has  nominated  for  the  presi- 
dency an  ex-judge  noted  for  the  flag- 
rancy  of  the  injunctions  he  issued 
against  labor,  who  sentenced  without 
jury  trial  to  jail,  reputable  working- 
men  accused  of  no  act  contrary  to  the 
statutory  law;  has  named  for  governor 
a  famous  union  breaker  who  boasts  of 


the  contentment  of  his  firm's  works 
after  all  who  dared  to  complain  have 
been  driven  out;  offers  for  Lieutenant 
Governor  a  persistent  opposer  of  bills 
for  the  benefit  of  workingmen  and  for 
elector  at  large  who  voted  the  8-hour 
law  and  over-time  bills. 

We  urge  every  union  man  and  every 
citizen  to  consider  carefully  the  rights 
and  interest  and  welfare  of  his  fellow 
workmen  and  the  future  of  his  chil- 
dren and  his  country  before  he  votes 
to  endorse  labor  injunction  and  elevate 
his  enemies  to  the  highest  offices. 

Committee's  report  in  full. 

THOMAS   NOLAN, 
Secretary. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  eighteen  be  dis- 
cussed at  this  meeting.  Chair  being 
in  doubt,  called  for  a  rising  vote. 
Affirmative  83;    Negative  14. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  res- 
olution endorsing  President  Gompers' 
action  be  approved.  Further  amended 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
eighteen  be  adopted. 

Delegate  E.  Gerry  Brown  asks  for 
the  privilege  of  the  floor.  Delegate  C. 
J.  Gallagher  objected.  Delegate 
Brown's  request  granted. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  of  the- 
subject,  the  motion  as  amended  was 
carried.     Affirmative  91;   Negative  18. 

The  following  delegates  wished  to 
go  on  record  as  voting  against  the 
motion : 

H.  Marr,  Local  68,  Quincy. 

Frank  T.  Brugman  of  Boston. 

John  Orrell  of  Lowell. 

Wm.  Kinder  of  Boston. 

P.  Mahoney  of  Boston. 

B.  Turnquist  of  Lowell. 

John  Weaver  Sherman  of  Boston. 

William  Kobs  of  Boston. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  com- 
mittee of  eighteen  be  now  discharged. 
Amended,  that  the  committee  shall 
not  be  discharged  until  it  makes  a  full 
report.     Motion  carried  as  amended. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  stay 
in  session  until  the  matter  of  the  com- 
mittee of  eighteen  be  settled. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken,  52  voting 
in  the  affirmative  and  52  in  the  neg- 
ative. The  vote  being  a  tie,  Chairman 
Sweet  voted  in  the  affirmative,  thereby 
declaring  the  motion  carried. 

Delegate  Gibson  appealed  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair. 

First  Vice-President  Durnin  called  to 
the  chair.  Decision  of  the  chair  was 
sustained  by  a  rising  vote  of  74  in  the 
affirmative  and  21  in  the  negative. 

The  vote  of  the  Convention  decided 
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that  the  committee  of  18  would  not 
he  discharged  until  they  made  a  full 
report,  by  a  vote  of  73  in  the  affirma- 
tive and  4  in  the  negative. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  18  be  accepted 
with  the  insertion  of  the  names  of  rep- 
resentatives and  all  political  candi- 
dates for  office  who  are  opposed  to  la- 
bor.   Carried. 

The  following  invitation  was  re- 
ceived  and  read: 

"Lowell,  Mass.,  October  14,  1908* 
Mr.    Philip    Sweet, 

Pres't.  State  Branch  A.  F.  of  L. 
Dear  Sir: 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Lowell  Textile  School,  I 
extend  to  the  delegates  of  the  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  a  cordial  invita- 
tion to  view  the  School. 

Please     meet     at     Associate     Hall, 
Monument  Square,  at  12:30,  this  noon, 
Wednesday,  October  14,  1908. 
Yours  very  truly, 

MICHAEL  DUGGAN, 
Director." 

Motion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
committee  be  requested  to  continue 
its  work  along  the  lines  mapped  out 
with  the  support  the  unions  will  give 
it. 

Amended,  that  the  entire  report  be 
turned  over  to  the  incoming  Executive 
Board,  they  to  execute  the  same  to  the 
best  of  their  ability. 

Further  amended,  that  the  whole 
matter  be  referred  back  to  the  af- 
filiated bodies  there  to  be  voted  on  as 
referendum,  whether  they  will  con- 
tribute to  the  expense  of  supporting 
such  a  committee. 

Substitute  motion  for  the  whole: 
that  this  entire  question  be  turned 
over  to  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and 
the   Legislative    Committee.     Carried. 

Adjourned  at  1:15. 


Election  took  place  by  roll  call. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  fol- 
lowing telegram  be  sent  to  President 
Gompers : 

"Samuel     Gompers,     Pres.    American 
Federation  of  Labor, 

Massachusetts  State  Branch,  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor,  in  Conven- 
tion assembled  in  Lowell,  heartily  en- 
dorses the  action  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  on  Labor's  demand  and  wish 
you  Godspeed  in  your  efforts  to  make 
same  effective." 

PHILIP  H.  SWEET, 
Pres.  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L. 

D.  D.  DRISCOLL, 

Secretary-Treasurer." 

Delegate  Frank  McCarthy,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions, 
made  the  following  report: 


RESOLUTION  No.  29. 

Whereas,  The  only  logical  escape 
from  government  by  monopolists 
through  injunctions,  and  political  cor- 
ruption is  by  obtaining  a  government 
by  the  people  by  direct  legislation 
through  the  initiative  and  referendum, 
and 

Whereas,  Direct  legislation  has  been 
a  part  of  the  legislative  demands  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  nearly  all  of  its 
subordinate  branches  for  nearly  20 
years, 

Resolved,  That  our  delegate  be  re- 
quested to  urge  upon  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
the  passage  of  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing all  legislative  committees  of  that 
body  and  bodies  subordinate  thereto, 
to  include  the  initiative  and  referen- 
dum in  all  demands  on  legislative 
bodies  and  parties. 

Approved,  adopted. 


WEDNESDAY    AFTERNOON'S    SES- 
SION. 

Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
2:30  P.  M. 

On  motion,  roll  call  was  dispensed 
with. 

On  motion,  reading  of  minutes  was 
dispensed  with. 

Chairman  announced  that  we  pro- 
ceed to  elect  officers. 

The  following  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  count,  sort,  distribute  and 
collect  ballots. 

Delegates  Joyce,  Yates,  Sullivan, 
Walls  and  Carmody. 


RESOLUTION  No.  29A. 

Resolved,  That  no  child  under  16 
years  of  age  should  be  employed  for 
wages  at  any  gainful  occupation  for 
more  than  five  hours  in  any  one  day; 
and  then  only  when  attending  school 
for  part  of  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

Resolved,  That  our  delegate  to  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  be  requested  to  introduce  a 
similar  resolution  into  that  body  at  its 
next  Convention. 

(Signed) 
HENRY   STERLING, 
Typos  13,   Boston. 

Approved,  adopted. 
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RESOLUTION  No.  37. 

October  13,  1908. 
To  the  Officers   and  Delegates  of  the 
Mass.  State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of 
L.  in  convention  assembled. 

Whereas,  The  firm  of  E.  B.  Badger 
'&  Sons  Co.  doing  business  in  Boston 
has  for  the  past  four  and  one  half 
years  been  manifestly  unfair  to  the 
Sheet  Metal  Workers  organization 
Local  17,  of  Boston,  as  to  hours  and 
wages,  and 

Whereas.  Said  firm  embraces  every 
opportunity  to  disrupt  said  local  and 
injure  its  standing  with  all  fair  con- 
tractors, 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  delegates 
attending  this  convention  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  their  respective  lo- 
cal organizations,  their  Central  bodies 
or  Building  Trades  Sections  the  condi- 
tions existing  in  the  shop  of  E.  B. 
Badger  &  Sons  Co. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the 
delegates  to  this  convention  pledge 
their  moral  support  to  the  Sheet 
Metal  Workers  in  this  controversy,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the 
secretary  be  instructed  to  notify  all 
organizations  affiliated  with  the  Mass. 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.  of  the  action 
taken,  by  circular. 

(Signed) 

JOHN  J.  HYNES, 
JOHN  F.  KENNEDY. 

Approved.    Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  24. 

Delegates  from  the  St.  Railway 
Men's  Union  to  the  State  Branch,  A. 
F.  of  L.  ask  that  this  Convention  en- 
dorse the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  the  running  board  as 
it  is  now  operated  upon  many  cars  is 
a  menace  to  the  lives  of  the  passengers 
and  operatives  who  are  forced  to  use 
cars  so  constructed,  and  that  there 
is  no  excuse  for  their  further  con- 
tinuation in  service,  unless  it  be  the 
indifference  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
panies to  the  rights  of  the  people. 
(Signed) 

DELEGATE  WM.  E.  SPROULE, 
St.  Carmen's  Union  of  Lowell. 

Approved.    Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  38. 

October  13,  1908. 
Resolved,   That  the   thanks   of  this 
convention  be,  and  hereby  is,  tendered 
to  Mr.  John  F.  Meehan  of  Lowell  for 


the  honest,  and  able  manner  in  which 
he  fought  to  have  the  state  compensate 
the  widow  of  our  late  lamented  presi- 
dent, Edward  Cohen,  who  met  an 
untimely  death  at  the  hands  of  an 
insane  man  while  attending  to  his  duty 
at  the  State  House  in  Boston  last 
December,  and  also  to  compensate  our 
faithful  secretary-treasurer  Dennis  D. 
Driscoll,  who  for  months  was  near 
death's  door,  caused  by  a  bullet  from 
the  revolver  of  the  same  person. 

(Signed) 
LOWELL      TRADES      AND      LABOR 
COUNCIL 

JOSEPH  F.  CONVERY, 
THOS.  J.  REAGAN. 

Approved.    Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  39. 

Inasmuch  as  prohibition,  local  option 
and  other  sumptuary  legislation  which 
seeks  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the  country 
generally,  would  greatly  affect  the 
means  of  livelihood,  in  fact  the  very 
existence  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
our  fellow  toilers  and  their  families, 
and 

Whereas,  An  organized  movement 
has  been  inaugurated  in  this,  our  be- 
loved state  and  lifelong  home,  which, 
if  successful,  would  deprive  thousands 
of  our  citizens,  such  as  carpenters, 
machinists,  printers,  malsters,  coopers, 
blacksmiths,  steamfitters,  horseshoers, 
electrical  workers,  harnessmakers,  fur- 
niture workers,  plumbers,  printers, 
roofers,  sign  painters,  tinsmiths, 
wagon  makers,  sheet  metal  workers, 
building  laborers,  cement  workers, 
teamsters,  bottlers,  brewery  workers, 
engineers,  oilers,  firemen,  collectors 
and  all  office  help  and  many  others,  of 
the  means  of  existence, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  That  we, 
officers  and  delegates  to  the-  twenty- 
third  annual  convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  do  hereby 
express  our  disapproval  of  the  methods 
and  intent  of  the  above  mentioned 
movement,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  know- 
ing that  there  are  millions  of  dollars 
invested  in  the  brewing  and  other 
liquor  industries  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  that  to  abolish  or 
even  temporarily  close  them  would 
mean  an  enormous  destruction  of 
strictly  legitimate  interests,  which 
would  be  disastrous  and  far  reaching 
in  its  effects,  and  would  wipe  out  an 
extraordinarily  large  sum  paid  yearly 
to  the  workingmen,  farmers  and 
other  producers,  therefore  be  it 
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Resolved,  That  we  pledge  ourselves 
to  use  our  organization  in  every  legiti- 
mate manner  possible,  to  combat  the 
efforts  of  the  prohibition  organiza- 
tions, and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  forwarded  to  every  affiliated 
body  in  the  State,  and  that  each  dele- 
gate be  instructed  to  call  the  matter 
to  the  attention  of  his  local  union  and 
urge  that  they  act  in  conceit  with  this 
body. 

(Signed) 
GEORGE  H.  MILLER, 
Delegate    Electrical    Workers    No.    96, 

Worcester,  Mass. 

Committee  reports  as  action  has 
already  been  taken,  no  further  action 
necessary.  Report  of  committee  con- 
curred in.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  40. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
23rd  annual  convention  Mass. 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L. 

Greeting: 

Whereas,  Labor  organizations  have 
done  very  little  towards  compelling 
their  members  to  wear  Union  made 
garments,  and  buy  everything  else  that 
bears  a  Union  label,  and 

Whereas,  Some  of  the  organizations 
which  at  times  are  directly  employed 
by  Labor  organizations  or  depend 
largely  upon  the  support  of  organized 
labor,  inconsistently  demand  of  other 
organizations  to  employ  nothing  but 
Union  Shop  help  or  purchase  none  but 
the  product  of  Union  Labor,  while  on 
the  other  hand  the  largest  percentage 
of  their  members  care  little  or  nothing 
for  other  crafts  and  their  trade  labels, 
and 

Whereas,  Without  the  demand  for 
the  United  Garment  Workers'  label  it 
is  absolutely  impossible  to  get  fair 
conditions  for  the  clothing  workers 
from  their  employers, 

Therefore  be  it  Resolved,  That 
special  effort  be  directed  the  State 
Branch  towards  the  advancement  of 
the  Garment  Workers'  label,  and  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  be  instructed  to 
issue  a  special  circular  letter  to  all 
affiliated  organizations  urging  upon 
them  that  in  the  future  when  buying 
a  suit  of  clothes,  overcoat,  and 
mechanics  clothing,  such  as  overalls, 
sheepskin  lined  coats,  white  duck 
coats  for  Barbers,  Bartenders,  Waiters, 
Cooks,  etc..  that  the  label  of  the  United 
Garment  Workers'  is  on  the  article,  and 
be  it  further 


Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  the 
23rd  annual  convention  pledge  them- 
selves to  dc  all  in  their  power  to  in- 
fluence the  membership  of  their  re- 
spective Local  Unions,  and  their 
friends  to  buy  none  but  Union  made 
garments  bearing  the  label  of  the 
United  Garment  Workers'  of  America. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)   M.  Biller, 
United  Garment  Workers  of  America. 

Local  No.  I  and  173,  Boston. 

Approved.    Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  42. 

Whereas  the  Buck  Sign  Co.  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  has  been  and  is  now  unfair 
to  organized  labor,  inasmuch  as  said 
firm  refuses  to  employ  Union  labor, 
pay  Union  wages  or  work  the  Union 
hours  of  the  craft, 

Therefore.  Be  it  resolved  that  the 
Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  P.  of  L.  pledge 
to  the  Sign  Writers'  Union  every  possi- 
ble support  in  their  power  to  compel 
the  Buck  Sign  Co.  to  concede  Union 
conditions  of  labor,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the 
action  of  Sign  Writers'  Union,  No.  391 
in  placing  the  Buck  Sign  Co.  on  the 
unfair  list,  be  endorsed,  and  the 
Secretary  instructed  to  issue  a  circular 
to  organized  labor  of  the  State  call- 
ing upon  them  to  assist  the  Sign 
Writers'  Union  in  their  controversy 
with  the  Buck  Sign  Co. 

(Signed)  JOHN  P.  WELCH, 
Sign  Writers'  391. 


Approved.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  43. 

Whereas  the  Armstrong  Baggage 
and  Transfer  drivers  and  helpers  of 
Boston  are  organized  and  members  of 
Armstrong  Baggage  and  Transfer 
drivers  and  helpers  Union  612  of  that 
city,  and 

Whereas,  It  is  the  paramount  duty 
of  all  trade  unionists  and  their 
friends  to  be  ever  watchful  and  zealous 
to  further  the  cause  of  organized  labor, 
and 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  by  this 
convention  that  all  members  of  the 
movement  and  their  friends  be 
directed  when  in  Boston  to  have  their 
baggage  handled  by  members  of  Arm- 
strong baggage  and  transfer  Drivers 
and  Helpers  Union  612. 
(Signed) 

N.  A.  MURPHY, 
Local  407,  I.  B.  of  T. 

Approved.     Adopted. 
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RESOLUTION  No.  44. 

October  13,  1908. 

Whereas,  The  Journeymen  Barbers' 
Union  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to 
organize  the  Journeymen  Barbers  of 
Mass.  and  believing  that  the  only  way 
to  organize  them  is  by  the  Union  men 
going  into  non-Union  Barber  shops 
and  asking  for  the  Union  Card, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the 
delegates  to  this  convention  take  it 
back  to  their  Local  Unions  that  the 
Journeymen  Barbers'  Union  want 
them  to  look  for  the  Union  shop  card 
of  the  Journeymen  Barbers'  Union. 
(Signed) 

C.  E.  O'Donnell. 

Approved.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  45. 

We,  the  Horseshoers  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  wish  to  represent 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  here 
assembled  be  instructed  to  report 
back  to  their  respective  locals  and 
central  bodies  and  instruct  same  to 
advocate  the  use  of  the  Journeymen 
Horseshoers  label,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  organized  labor  must 
guard  against  the  Master  Horse- 
shoers Protective  Association  label; 
said  masters  are  putting  their  label 
forth  as  a  union  label ;  they  have  done 
so  in  a  certain  city  and  were  success- 
ful in  putting  their  stamp  in  that  city 
and  am  sorry  to  say  got  the  support  of 
organized  labor  at  that  great  labor 
city,  we  further  resolve  that  the  dele- 
gates here  assembled  instruct  the 
members  of  their  various  locals  the 
difference  between  the  Journeymen 
Horseshoers  Union  label  and  the  mas- 
ter horseshoers  stamp,  the  Journey- 
men Horseshoers  union  label  is  HU, 
the  Master  Horseshoers  non-union 
stamp  is  N.  P.  A.,  which  means  Na- 
tional Protective  Association. 

We  hope  that  the  delegates  here  as- 
sembled will  take  particular  notice  of 
those  two  labels. 

(Signed) 

M.  C.  ROCHE. 
Representing   Local    No.    5   of    Boston 
and  vicinity. 

Resolution  adopted  as  amended. 

RESOLUTION  No.  46. 

We,  the  Horseshoers  of  Boston  and 
vicinity  wish  to  bring  to  the  atten- 
tion  of  this   Convention   that  the   fol- 


lowing Bottling  firms  are  getting  their 
horses  shod  under  unfair  conditions, 

Gahm  &  Company,  South  Boston. 

Speidell  &  Co.,  Sleeper  St.  Boston. 

These  two  firms  have  openly  ig- 
nored our  Committees  at  various 
times, 

Resolved.  That  this  Convention  in 
their  judgment  take  whatever  action 
they  see  fit  in  order  to  make  the  above 
firms  recognize  organized  labor  for 
they  are  not  only  unfair  to  the  Horse- 
shoers but  are  also  unfair  to  the 
Brewery  Workers  and  Bottlers  of  our 
City. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  the 
wage  earners  and  their  friends  refuse 
to  purchase  the  product  of  these  two 
firms  until  they  become  fair  to  the 
Horseshoers  and  Brewery  Workers 
and  Bottlers  Unions  of  the  City  of 
Boston   and  vicinity, 

Be  it  furtber  resolved.  That  the 
delegates  representing  the  various 
cities  use  their  influence  with  Hotel 
proprietors  of  their  respective  cities 
and  request  them  not  to  handle  the 
product  of  those  unfair  firms  above 
mentioned. 

(Signed) 

M.  C.   ROCHE, 
Representing  Horseshoers'  Local  No.  5 
of  Boston  and  vicinity. 

Approved,  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.  47. 

Whereas,  many  of  the  delegates  to 
this  body,  and  the  members  of  our  lo- 
cals, belong  to  fraternal  orders  which 
have  large  amounts  of  printing  done, 

Resolved,  That  we  urge  all  union 
men  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  have 
the  union  label  appear  upon  the  print- 
ing of  the  lodges  and  fraternal  orders 
to  which  they  belong. 

HENRY   STERLING, 

Typo  13,  Boston.^ 

Approved,  adopted. 

Delegate  Patrick  Maloney,  Chairman 
of  Committee  on  Legislative  Re- 
port, made  the  following  report: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Legislation 
Report  submit  the  following.  That 
the  State  Branch  submit  but  four  bills 
to  the  Legislature  of  1909,  namely  the 
Eight  Hour  Bill,  Peaceful  Picketing 
Bill.  Anti-Injunction  Bill  and  Employ- 
ers Liability  Act. 

Voted  that  we  recommend  to  the 
Convention  similar  action  by  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  Branch 
against    Senators    Fiske,    Faxon    and 
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Potter  as  was   taken   against  the  op- 
ponents of  the  Overtime  Bill. 

Voted   that   this    Committee   recom- 
mend that  the  Executive  Council  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee publish  the  names  of  all  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  who  voted 
against    labor    measures    in    the    last 
great  and  General  Court,  and  furnish 
all  organizations  copies  of  same. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
P.  MALONEY, 
THOMAS    B.   YATES, 
STEPHEN  J.  SCULLY, 
FRANK   W.    GIFFORD, 
J.    E.   POTTS, 
E.  C.  KELLIHER, 
H.  MARR. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  committee  with  its  recommenda- 
tions be  concurred  in. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Peace- 
ful Persuasion  Bill  be  considered  part 
of  the  Anti-Injunction  Bill  and  that  we 
insert  the  words  "for  direct  legisla- 
tion."   Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Con- 
vention stay  in  session  until  the  busi- 
ness of  election  of  officers  is  finished. 
Carried. 

Delegate  Walls  reported  for  the 
committee  to  count,  sort  and  dis- 
tribute ballots  as  follows: 

For  President:  — 

Philip  H.  Sweet,  Coopers'  Union  89, 
Boston,  116  Votes. 

For  First  Vice-President:  — 

Thos.  J.  Durnin,  Bartenders'  Union, 
81,  Holyoke,  120  votes. 

For  Second  Vice-President:  — 

James  W.  Wall,  Painters'  Union, 
Worcester,  120  votes. 

For  Third  Vice-President. — 

Wm.  J.  Smith.  Cigarmakers'  Union, 
206,  No.  Adams,  122  votes. 

For  Fourth  Vice-President:  — 

M.  D.  Collins,  C.  L.  U.,  Cambridge, 

71  votes. 
John  W.  Powers,   Street  Car  Men's 

Union,  Fall  River,  58  votes. 

For  Fifth  Vice-President:  — 

Frank  M.  Bump,  Boot  and  Shoe 
Workers'  Union,  ill,  Brockton,  61 
votes. 

Chas.  J.  Gallagher,  Carpenters' 
Union,  33,  Boston,  10  votes. 

Dennis  Healey,  Leather  Workers* 
Union,  Lowell,  17  votes. 

Daniel  F.  Carney,  C.  L.  U.  Milford, 
28  votes. 


Charles  Hanscom,  C.  L.  U.  Quincy, 
10  votes. 

J.  J.  Chatterton,  Lasters'  Union,  32, 
Lynn,  6  votes. 

For  Secretary-Treasurer: — 

D.  D.  Driscoll,  Horseshoers'  Union, 
5,  Boston,  126  votes. 

For    Delegate    to    A.    F.    of    L.    Con- 
vention:— 

Thos.  M.  Nolan,  Typographical 
Union,  13,  Boston,  35  votes. 

Charles  Hanscom,  C.  L.  U.,  Quincy, 
6  votes. 

Frank  H.  McCarthy,  Cigarmakers' 
Union  97,  Boston,  93  votes. 

Legislative  Committee:  — 

George  E.  Curran,  Stage  Employees' 
Union,  Boston,  93  votes. 

James  R.  Crozier,  Wagon  Workers' 
Union,  9,  Boston,  106  votes. 

Edmond  F.  Ward,  Brewery  Workers' 
Union,  29,  Boston,  96  votes. 

Thomas  M.  Nolan,  Typographical 
Union,  13,  Boston,  58  votes. 

Henry  Sterling,  Typographical 
Union,  13,  Boston,  59  votes. 

Wm.  E.  Sproule,  Street  Car  Men's 
Union,  Lowell,  28  votes. 

Edw,.  F.  Connolly,  Lamp  Lighters' 
Union,  Boston,  47  votes. 

John  D.  Dullea,  Boot  and  Shoe 
Workers'  Union,  108,  Lynn,  17  votes. 

John  W.  Sherman,  Newspaper 
Writers'  Union,  1,  Boston,  63  votes. 

Wm.  H.  Frazier,  Atlantic  Coast  Sea- 
men's Union,  Boston,  38  votes. 

E.  Gerry  Brown,  Brockton  C.  L.  U., 
3  votes. 

Robert  Maloney,  Lawrence  C.  L.  U., 
2  votes. 

Frank  K.  Foster,  Typographical 
Union  13,  Boston,  1  vote. 

City  to  hold  Convention:  — 
Holyoke,  76  votes. 
Worcester,  49  votes. 

Total  number  of  votes  cast,  135. 

Number  necessary  for  choice,  68. 

Electing  the  following:  President, 
Philip  H.  Sweet;  First  Vice-President, 
T.  J.  Durnin;  Second  Vice-President, 
James  W.  Wall;  Third  Vice-President, 
Wm.  J.  Smith;  Fourth  Vice-President, 
M.  D.  Collins;  Fifth  Vice-President,  no 
choice,  Frank  M.  Bump,  having  re- 
ceived 61  votes  and  number  necessary 
for  a  choice,  being  68  votes.  Delegate 
to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention  to  Den- 
ver, Colorado,  Frank  H.  McCarthy. 
For  the  Legislative  Committee  there 
were  but  three  candidates  receiving  a 
majority  vote,  namely:  James  R.  Cro- 
zier, Edmond  F.  Ward  and  George  E. 
Curran. 
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Holyoke  was  selected  as  the  city  in 
which  to  hold  the  convention  of  1909. 

Reporting  that  another  ballot  must 
be  taken  to  elect  a  fifth  Vice-Presi- 
dent and  two  other  members  of  the 
Legislative   Committee. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  be  accepted. 
Carried. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
election  of  M.  D.  Collins  be  made 
unanimous.     Carried. 

Delegate  Convery  of  Lowell  made 
announcement  that  parade  would  be 
held  Wednesday  evening  and  all  dele- 
gates were  invited  to  participate. 

Committee  distributed  ballots  and 
roll  was  called  on  the  Fifth  Vice-Presi- 
dency and  the  two  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Committee. 

Delegate  Patrick  Maloney,  reported 
for  the  Committee  on  Legislation  as 
follows. 

RESOLUTION  12. 

Whereas,  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
and  its  Cities,  Towns  and  Counties,  ex- 
pends thousands  of  dollars,  each  year 
on  Public  Works;   and 

Whereas,  the  Citizens  of  this  Com- 
monwealth contribute  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  State,  Cities,  Towns  and 
Counties;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  that  the  legislative  com- 
mittee of  this  State  Branch  introduce 
an  amendment  to  the  eight  hour  law 
to  the  next  Legislature  that  all  work 
done  on  behalf  of  the  State,  Cities, 
Towns  and  Counties,  Citizens  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  employed,  and 
residents  of.  Massachusetts,  its  cities 
and  towns  shall  be  given  employment, 
except  in  cases  of  extraordinary  emer- 
gencies, such  as  loss  to  life,  property 
or  public  health. 

A.  M.   HUDDELL, 
Engineers  Local  No.  4. 

Approved.    Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  4. 

Resolved:  That  this  State  Branch, 
in  convention  assembled,  record  its  ap- 
proval of  the  proposed  legislative 
enactment  prohibiting  women  from 
serving  liquors  in  hotels,  saloons,  and 
licensed  places  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Resolved:  That  its  legislative  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  bring  before 
the  legislature  a  bill  to  this  effect  and 
urge  its  passage. 

J.  E.  LAYCOCK, 
JOHN  J.   KEARNEY, 
Waiters'  Union  Local  80,  Boston,  Mass. 

Approved.    Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  10. 

Resolved:     That     we     instruct     the 
Legislative  Committee  to  draft  a  Bill 
calling   for   Workingmen's   Compensa- 
tion Act,  and  present  the  same  to  the 
next  Legislature  through  a  member. 
DELEGATES  J.  E.  CARVER, 
A.  C.  WILLETT, 
JAMES  COX. 
Approved.    Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.  3. 

Whereas  the  Journeymen  Barbers 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  work 
18  hours  on  Saturday  and  14  hours  on 
other  days, 

Resolved,  that  the  State  Branch  A.  F. 
of  Labor  instruct  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee to  have  a  Bill  drawn  and  pres- 
ented  to   the   Legislature    and    try   to 
have  it  become  a  law   and  allow  the 
Barbers  as  short  hours  as  others  enjoy. 
(Signed) 
C.   E.   O'DONNELL, 
Barbers'  Union  Local  182. 
Approved;   Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.  2. 

Whereas,  the  Barbers  have  been  en- 
deavoring for  the  past  years  for  the 
passage  of  this  Licensing  Bill,  the 
enactment  into  law,  which  has  been 
endorsed  by  the  various  conventions 
of  the  Mass.  State  Branch  to  the  A.  F. 
of  L.,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  legislative  com- 
mittee present  the  Barbers'  Licensing 
Bill  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  next  year,  and  call  upon  the  various 
unions  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
to  pledge  their  representatives  and 
senators  to  give  their  support  for  the 
passage  of  this  Bill  and  all  members 
of  the  Senate  and  House  be  notified 
that  all  Labor  stands  united  for  the 
enactment  of  the  same. 

C.  E.  O'DONNELL, 
Barbers',  182. 

Approved.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  No.  11. 

Resolved,  That  we  instruct  the 
Legislative  Committee  to  draft  and 
present  to  the  next  Legislature 
through  a  member  of  same  a  Bill 
bearing  an  old  age  Pension. 
Delegates: 

JAMES  COX, 
J.  E.  CARVER, 
A.    C.   WILLETT. 

Approved.     Adopted. 
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RESOLUTION  No,  36. 

Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion  it  is 
advisable  that  members  of  the  in-com- 
ing Senate  and  Legislature  elected  as 
Labor  men  should  organize  and  hold 
meetngs  when  necessary  to  consider 
the  best  method  Of  advancing  the  legis- 
lation favored  by  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee of  the  State  Branch. 

(Signed)     EL  GERRY. BROWN, 

Brockton  C.  L.  U. 

Approved.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  28. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
cities  in  the  State  are  at  the  present 
time  evading  the  provisions  of  the  8 
hour  law,  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
legislation  making  its  proper  obser- 
vance compulsory,  be  it  hereby 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee of  the  State  Branch  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  be  directed  to  formulate  such 
legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to 
compel  the  proper  observance  of  the 
law. 

(Signed) 

DENNIS  HEALEY, 

F.  VICTOR  TURNQUIST, 

J.  F.  CONVERY, 

N.  A.  L.  U. 
Approved.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  32. 

Be  it  Resolved: 

That,  we  the  delegates  to  the  Mass. 
State  Federation  of  Labor  do  reaffirm 
our  former  action  in  favor  of  the  pen- 
sioning of  Aged  and  Infirm  Employes 
of  the  various  municipalities  and 
towns  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the 
Legislative  Committee  be  instructed 
to  appear  before  the  committee  hav- 
ing the  Bill  in  charge. 

JEREMIAH    HERLIHY, 

Newton  City  Employes. 
N.  D.  COLLINS, 

Cambridge  City  Employes. 
E.  J.   CONNOLLY, 

Lamp  Dept.  Employes. 
J.  R.  TIMILTY, 

Paving  Dept.  Employes. 
Approved.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  27. 

Bill  to  Elect  Street  Commissioners. 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  that  the 
interests  of  the  public  and  of  the  em- 
ployes of  cities  and  towns  would  be 


best  served  by  the  election  of  all 
street  commissioners  by  the  people  at 
the  polls,  and  the  legislative  commit- 
tee of  the  State  Branch  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  have  introduced  a  bill  to 
that  effect  in  the  next  General  Court. 
(Signed) 

JEREMIAH  HERLIHY, 

Newton  City  Employes. 
EDWARD  F.   CONNELLY, 
Lamplighters  No.  11,943,  Boston. 
M.  F.  O'BRIEN, 

P.  Dept.  6751,  Boston. 
M.  D.  COLLINS, 

8279,   Cambridge. 
Approved.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  41. 

Whereas,  There  is  made  every  yeai 
at  the  State  Legislature  an  effort  to 
place  on  all  advertising  sign  boards 
a  tax  so  high  that  if  adopted  means 
the  complete  annihilation  of  the  busi- 
ness of  sign  board  advertising,  and 

Whereas,  The  placing  of  such  a  tax 
will  serve  no  good  public  purpose,  but 
only  result  in  the  displacement  from 
employment  of  hundreds  of  workmen 
who  are  at  the  present  time  employed 
in  the  business, 

Wherefore  be  it  resolved,  Should 
there  be  any  effort  made  at  the  next 
Legislature  to  place  upon  the  Public 
Sign  Board  a  tax  that  appears  to  the 
legislative  committee  to  be  unfair,  the 
said  Committee  is  hereby  instructed 
to  oppose  the  same. 

(Signed)     JOHN    F.    WELSH, 

Sign  Writers  391. 

Approved.     Adopted. 

Report  of  tellers  on  election  of  the 
P'ifth  Vice-President  and  the  two 
members  of  the  Legislative  Committee 
as  follows:  Total  votes  cast,  121; 
necessary  for  a  choice,  61.  Frank  M. 
Bump,  62;  Chas.  J.  Gallagher,  8;  Den- 
nis Healey,  10;  Daniel  F.  Carney,  27; 
and  Charles  Hanscom,  6.  Legislative 
Committee:  Thomas  M.  Nolan,  36; 
Henry  Sterling,  46;  Wm.  E.  Sproule, 
4;  Edw.  F.  Connolly,  65;  John  W. 
Sherman,  46;  and  Wm.  H.  Frazier,  16. 
Delegate  Frank  M.  Bump  was  de- 
clared elected  Fifth  Vice-President, 
and  Edward  F.  Connolly  was  declared 
elected  a  fourth  member  of  the  Legis- 
lative Committee. 

Reporting  that  another  ballot  must 
be  taken  to  elect  the  fifth  member  of 
the  Legislative  Committee. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  we  recon- 
sider our  former  action  whereby  we 
voted  to  stay  in  session  until  we  fin- 
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ished  "the  election  of  our  officers. 
Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  take 
up  and  finish  the  electing  of  our  offi- 
cers after  the  reading  of  the  minutes 
on  Thursday  morning,  at  9  o'clock. 
Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  we  now  ad- 
journ.    Motion  carried. 

Adjourned  at  5:40  P.  M. 

THURSDAY    MORNING'S    SESSION. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  9:30 
A.  M.  President  Philip  H.  Sweet  in 
the  Chair. 

On  motion,  roll  call  was  dispensed 
with. 

Delegate  John  W.  Kirwin  announced 
the  death  of  J.  Mahoney,  of  Cigar- 
makers'  Union  49,  Springfield,  who 
was  a  delegate  to  this  convention. 

Motion  made  and  seconded  that 
suitable  resolutions  be  drawn  up  and 
a  committee  of  three  were  appointed 
as  follows: 

John  W.  Kirwan, 

Frank  McCarthy, 

D.  D.  Driscoll. 

Carried. 

Motion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
following  delegates  accompany  the 
body  of  Delegate  J.  Mahoney  to  its 
last  resting  place: 

Anna  T.  Bowen, 

Philip  H.  Sweet, 

John  W.  Kirwin. 

On  motion,  reading  of  minutes  was 
dispensed  with. 

Dennis  D.  Driscoll  for  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  draft  resolution  up- 
on the  death  of  Delegate  Mahoney, 
presented  the  following  to  the  con- 
vention : 

Whereas,  The  Almighty  has  seen 
fit  to  take  from  our  midst  our  Honored 
Brother,  Jeremiah  F.  Mahoney,  a 
member  of  Cigarmakers'  Local  Union 
49  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  a  delegate  to 
this  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention 
assembled  in  the  City  of  Lowell,  Octo- 
ber 12-15;   and 

Whereas;  his  loss  to  the  labor 
movement  will  be  keenly  felt  not  only 
by  the  various  members  of  his  craft, 
but  by  the  State  Branch  particularly; 
and 

Whereas;  we  feel  that  his  sudden 
death  is  a  severe  blow  to  his  beloved 
wife  and  family;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  the  delegates  at- 
tending this  convention  extend  our 
heartfelt  sympathy  to  his  loving  and 
devoted  wife  and  children;  be  it  fur- 
ther 

Resolved;  That  the  President  be  au- 


thorized    to     procure    suitable     floral 
tribute;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved;  That  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  min- 
utes, and  a  copy  sent  to  his  bereaved 
wife,  and  to  the  local  Union  of  Cigar- 
makers  No.  49  of  Springfield,  Mass. 
(Signed)     FRANK  H.    MCCARTHY, 

JOHN  W.  KIRWAN, 

D.  D.  DRISCOLL. 

Committee  distributed  ballots  and 
roll  call  was  called  on  the  remaining 
member  of  the  Legislative  Committee. 

Delegates  McCarthy,  Kinder,  P.  Ma- 
honey, Rappold,  Durnan  and  Nolan 
eulogized  the  late  Brother  Mahoney. 

The  previous  motion  that  delegates 
Bowen,  Sweet  and  Kirwin  should  ac- 
company the  remains  to  Springfield 
was  carried  by  a  rising  vote. 

Motion  to  amend  previous  motion. 
Moved  and  seconded  that  Delegate 
Rappold  of  Springfield  be  added  to  the 
delegation  that  is  to  escort  the  re- 
mains of  our  late  delegate  Jeremiah 
Mahoney  to   Springfield.     Carried.  ' 

Report  of  tellers  on  election  of  the 
fifth  member  of  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee as  follows:  Total  vote  cast, 
118,  necessary  for  a  choice,  60;  Thomas 
W.  Nolan',  30;  Henry  Sterling,  28; 
John  W.  Sherman,  57.  Thei'e  being 
no  choice  for  the  fifth  member,  it 
was  necessary  to  take  another  ballot. 
Convention  proceeds  to  elect  the  fifth 
member. 

Delegate  P.  Mahoney,  Chairman  on 
Legislative  Committee  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 

RESOLUTION  No.  16. 

Whereas,  The  Chief  Executive  or 
Executives  or  Commissioners  of  State, 
Cities  or  Towns  have  full  power  to 
make  contracts  irrespective  of  proper 
labor  conditions,  we  the  undersigned 
representatives  of  organized  labor  ask 
the  State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  at 
the  convention  held  at  Lowell,  in  the 
month  of  October,  1908,  that  they  in- 
struct their  Legislative  Committee  to 
have  such  laws  passed  to  compel  such 
officials  to  have  the  labor  conditions 
inserted  in  all  contracts. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  F.  CONNELLY, 

Lamplighters'  No.  11,943. 
ROBERT  J.  McCORMICK, 
Bartenders'  No.  77. 
Approved.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  20. 

Whereas,  Sections  2  and  3  of  Chapter 
66  of  the  Mass.  Revised  Statutes  pro- 
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vides  that  whoever  persuades  or  at- 
tempts to  persuade,  assists  or  attempts 
to  assist  a  seaman  to  leave  his  vessel 
before  the  expiration  of  his  contract 
shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned,   and 

Whereas,  The  federal  law  has  recog- 
nized the  seaman's  ownership  of  his 
own  body  and  his  absolute  right  to 
leave  his  employment  in  the  coast- 
wise trade  when  that  employment  be- 
came irksome  to  him,  but  the  Massa- 
chusetts statute  makes  it  criminal  for 
any  one  to  persuade  or  assist  any  sea- 
man doing  what  he  has  under  the  fed- 
eral statute  a  perfect  right  to  do, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved;  That  the  Twenty- third 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Mass.  State 
Branch  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  instruct  its  Legislative  Commit- 
tee to  urge  upon  the  next  General 
Court  to  repeal  these  un-American 
laws. 

WM.  H.  FRAZIER. 

Approved.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  26. 

A  Bill  to  Provide  for  Fixing  the  Com- 
pensation of  City  and  Town  Em- 
ployees. 
Resolved;  That  it  is  the  earnest  be- 
lief that  the  best  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic and  all  City  and  Town  Employees 
would  be  best  served  by  having  their 
compensation    or    schedule    of    wages 
fixed   in   the   cases   of   towns,   by   the 
selectmen,  and  in  the  cases  of  cities, 
by   the   Board   of   Aldermen,   and   the 
Legislative    Committee    of    the    State 
Branch  is  requested  hereby  to  have  in- 
troduced a   bill   to   that  effect  in  the 
next  General  Court. 
(Signed)  JEREMIAH  HERLIHY. 

Newton  City  Employees. 
EDWARD  F.  CONNELLY, 
Lamplighters'  Union  11,943. 
M.  F.  O'BRIEN, 

P.  D.  U.  6,751. 
M.  D.  COLLINS, 

Cambridge,  8,279. 


Approved.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  19. 

Whereas,  Certain  amendments  hav- 
ing been  made  to  the  Civil  Service 
Laws  by  the  Legislature  of  1908,  which 
amendments  work  to  the  detriment  of 
certain  public  employees;  therefore  be 
it 

Resolved,  That  the  Mass.  State 
Branch  A.  F.  of  L.  appoint  a  committee 
to  be  known  as  Civil  Service  Commit- 
tee   to    investigate   the  Civil   Service 


Laws  of   the   State   and  present  such 
amendments    as   may    be   necessary. 
C.  J.  Gallagher, 

Carpenters'  33. 
J.  E.  POTTS. 

Approved.    Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  14. 

To  Officers  and  Delegates  State  Branch 
A.    F.    of   L., 

Greetings: 

Whereas,  It  is  understood  that  on 
the  statute  books  of  Massachusetts  at 
present  there  is  a  law  known  as  the 
"Weekly  Payment  Law"  which  pro- 
vides for  weekly  payment  of  wages  for 
all  employees  engaged  in  the  many 
branches  of  industry  in  Massachusetts 
and 

Whereas,  Certain  public  service  cor- 
porations, operating  in  Massachusetts 
do  not  abide  by  the  said  "Weekly  Pay- 
ment Law,"  but  pay  their  employees 
semi-monthly  and  in  some  cases  by 
monthly  payments,  and 

Whereas,  It  appears  that  according 
to  the  present  interpretation  of  the 
weekly  payment  law  said  certain  pub- 
lic service  corporations  are  immune 
from  said  law,  and 

Whereas,  The  fact  that  said  public 
service  corporations  are  immune  from 
said  law,  makes  the  law  a  detriment 
to  the  progress  of  organized  labor,  in- 
asmuch as  they  are  in  a  position  to 
bring  their  labor  from  other  states, 
and  pay  for  it  as  their  pleasure  dic- 
tates, thus  neutralizing  the  efforts  of 
organized  labor  in  Massachusetts, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved;  That  the  State  Branch  of 
Massachusetts  A.  F.  of  L.  in  Conven- 
tion assembled  do  instruct  its  Legis- 
lative Committee  to  look  into  those 
evasions  of  public  service  corporations 
of  the  weekly  payment  law,  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved;  That  in  the  event  of  the 
Legislative  Committee  of  the  State 
Branch  deeming  present  weekly  pay- 
ment law  ineffective  as  applied  to  pub- 
lic service  corporations,  said  commit- 
tee shall  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
have  the  present  law  amended  in  such 
a  way  that  no  employers  of  labor  in 
Massachusetts  shall  be  exempt  in  the 
future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
LOCAL  UNION  No.  104,  I.  B.  E.  W., 

Boston,  Mass. 
E.  B.  Connors, 

Delegate  to  Local  104. 

Approved.     Adopted. 
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RESOLUTION  No.  50. 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  Legislative 
Committee  of  the  Mass.  State  Branch 
A.  F.  of  L.  petition  the  Mass.  State 
Legislature  for  the  enactment  of  the 
law  that  will  provide  for  the  relief  of 
the  present  obnoxious  conditions  in  the 
congested  tenement  home  district  in 
our  large  cities  by  turning  to  the  use 
of  our  worthy  citizens  the  unused 
lands  in  the  suburbs  allowing  the  til- 
ing of  soil  and  building  of  homes  by 
the  assistance,  financial  and  civic,  of 
the  state  in  such  manner  as  is  now 
favored  in  the  Republic  of  France 
under  the  supervision  of  Prime  Min- 
ister Ribot. 
(Signed)  JOHN  WEAVER  SHERMAN, 

JAMES    TIMILTY, 

CHARLES  A.  CULLEN, 

J.   QUIRK, 

THOMAS  M.  NOLAN, 

CHAS.  W.  HANSCOM, 

W.  F.  KINDER, 

J.  J.   HYNES, 

M.  J.  YOUNG, 

C.  J.  CARMODY, 

PHILIP  H.  SWEET, 

JAMES  J.  ENGLISH, 

J.  R.  CROSIER, 

WM.  H.  FRAZIER, 

M.   D.   COLLINS. 
Approved.    Adopted. 

Report  of  tellers  on  election  of  the 
fifth  member  of  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee, as  follows:  Total  votes  cast, 
124;  necessary  for  a  choice,  63.  Thom- 
as Nolan,  46;  John  W.  Sherman,  78. 
Delegate  Sherman  was  declared  elect- 
ed a  fifth  members  of  the  Legislative 
Committee. 

Edmond  Ward  reported  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Committee  of  Executive 
Council  report  as  follows: 

We,  the  Committee  on  Executive 
Council  meetings,  submit  the  follow- 
ing: The  Committee  find  that  the 
Executive  Council  held  six  meetings 
since  the  Milford  Convention.  The 
Committee  approves  the  action  relative 
to  the  salaries  of  school  teachers  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  endorse  the  action 
taken  relative  to  testimonial  fund  for 
Cohen  and  Driscoll  in  reference  to  reso- 
lutions passed  by  the  Boston  C.  L.  U. 
and  circular  sent  out  by  Typographical 
Union  13  as  the  Committee  have  no 
copies  of  said  circulars  therefore  deem 
it  inadvisable  to  comment  thereon. 
Committee  commend  and  approve  the 
action  of  the  Council  in  calling  a  Mass 
Meeting  of  the  labor  unions  of  the 
State  to  make  public  the  action  of  the 
State  Senate  on  Labor  bills. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the 


Executive  Council  submit  a  report 
rather  than  submitting  the  minutes  of 
the  metings  held. 

The  Committee  find  that  all  actions 
taken  by  the  Executive  Board  in  regu- 
lar routine  of  business  which  we  think 
is  unnecessary  to  mention  in  each  in- 
dividual case.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
minutes  of  v/hich  the  Committee  does 
not   approve. 

(Signed) 

E.  P.  WARD,  Chairman. 
MARTIN  SHEA, 
JOHN  W.  POWERS, 
M.  D.  COLLINS, 
JOHN  H.  GALLAGHER, 
WM.  H.  FRAZIER, 
CHAS.  W.  HA.NSCOM,  Sec. 
Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
be  adopted.     Carried. 

Lewis  Sullivan,  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  Report,  submitted 
the  following: 

Lowell,  Mass.,  October  15,  1908. 
We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  have  examined  the 
report  of  the  Auditing  Committee  and 
find  the  same  to  be  correct. 

RECEIPTS. 

On  hand  October  1,  1907,  $581.17 

Receipts  for  October,  1907,  224.63 

Receipts  for  November,  1907,  102.72 

Receipts  for  December,  1907  97.11 

Receipts  for  January,  1908,  416.06 

Receipts  for  February,  1908,  394.96 

Receipts  for  March,  1908,  332.84 

Receipts  for  April,  1908,  351.41 

Receipts  for  May,  1908,  274.82 

Receipts  for  June,  1908,  158.12 

Receipts  for  July,  1908,  192.14 

Receipts  for  August,  1908,  515.75 

Receipts  for  September,  1908  280.92 

Total,  $3,922.65 


Expenses  for 
Expenses  for 
Expenses  for 
Expenses  for 
Expenses  for 
Expenses  for 
Expenses  for 
Expenses  for 
Expenses  for 
Expenses  for 
Expenses  for 
Expenses  for 


EXPENSES. 

October,  1907, 
November,  1907, 
December,  1907, 
January,  1908, 
February,  1908, 
March,  1908, 
April,  1908, 
May,  1908, 
June,  1908, 
July,  1908, 
August,  1908, 
September,  1908, 


Total, 
Total  receipts, 
Total  expenses, 

On  hand  October  1,  1908, 


$559.75 

154.81 

547.80 

180.15 

458.55 

219.57 

98.G0 

195.83 

400.57 

38.91 

87.10 

381.79 

$3,323.43 

$3,922.65 

3,323.43 

$599.22 
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There  are  today  affiliated  with,  the 
State  Branch  213  local  unions  and  29 
Central  Labor  Unions,  making  a  total 
of  242  unions  affiliated.  During  the 
year  13  unions  have  affiliated  with  the 
State  Branch,  and  four  have  with- 
drawn. LEWIS  R.  SULLIVAN. 
HENRY  C.  BERRY. 
CHAS.  W.  HANSCOM. 

Adopted. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Finance  Committee  be  accepted. 
Carried. 

John  W.  Kirwan  granted  the  privi- 
lege of  the  floor  to  make  announce- 
ment. States  that  the  funeral  would 
leave  O'Donnell's  undertaking  rooms 
at  1.15  P.  M. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  dele- 
gates to  this  convention  meet  at  As- 
sociate Hall  at  1  o'clock  to  escort  body 
from  the  undertakers'  rooms  to  the 
Lowell  Depot,  and  that  the  President 
should  make  necessary  arrangements 
in  regard  to  the  same.    Carried. 

Charman  McCarthy,  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions,  reported  as 
follows: 


RESOLUTION  No.  49. 

Believing  that  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion, as  imposed  upon  the  children  of 
this  Commonwealth,  is  an  injustice  to 
the  child,  and  knowing  from  facts 
that  many  children  have  been  maimed 
for  life  through  its  evil  effects;   be  it 

Resolved,  That  organized  labor  go 
on  record  as  being  opposed  to  compul- 
sory   vaccination. 

WILLIAM  E.  SPROULE, 
Street  Carmen's  Union,  Lowell. 

Committee  reports  non-concurrence. 

Report  of  committee  adopted. 

(Committee  finds  that  action  having 
been  taken,  no  further  action  is  neces- 
sary.)    Report  of  committee  adopted. 


RESOLUTION  No.  48. 

Whereas,  During  many  years  of  the 
past,  the  workers  of  this  country  have 
been  the  victims  of  an  instrument  of 
the  Equity  Courts  known  as  an  in- 
junction; 

Whereas,  Such  injunctions  are  ob- 
tained by  the  petitioner  under  the 
false  pretence  that  some  "property 
right"  is  in  danger  of  being  damaged 
and  for  the  protection  of  some  claim 
there  is  no  adequate  remedy  at  law; 
and 


Whereas,  The  real  purpose  of  the 
petitioners  is  to  break  some  strike 
and  prevent  free  speech,  free  assem- 
blage, etc.,  and  to  create  a  theory  that 
business  and  the  right  to  do  business 
is  a  property  right;   and 

Whereas,  The  issuance  of  such  in- 
junction is  but  another  encroachment 
of  the  Courts  of  Equity  upon  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Courts  of  Common  law, 
and  taking  away  from  those  accused, 
of  course,  that  bulwark  of  American 
liberty  and  trial  by  jury;  and 

Whereas,  These  facts  have  been 
brought  to  the  attention  of  our  legis- 
lators both  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  and  of  the  United 
States,  but  without  result;  and 

Whereas,  The  two  great  political 
parties  of  this  country,  recognizing  the 
importance  of  this  question,  have  de- 
clared their  positions,  one  in  support 
of  injunction  in  labor  disputes,  the 
other  the  position  of  the  workers, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Branch  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  request  that  every  citi- 
zen consider  carefully  the  position  of 
the  two  great  parties,  and  then  vote 
according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own 
conscience.  WM.  H.  FRAZIER. 

Motion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
following  resolution  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions  be  adopted: 

The  thanks  of  this  convention  are 
hereby  extended  to  the  Mayor  of  Low- 
ell, the  local  labor  unions  and  their 
committees,  Mr.  Humphrey  O'Sullivan 
and  the  members  for  the  many  courte- 
sies and  kindnesses  extended  to  the 
convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  the  delegates 
thereto  during  its  session  in  Lowell, 
October  12-15,  1908. 

frank  McCarthy, 
charles  smith, 
george  curran. 
t.  c.  farrell. 

Carried. 

i 

Motion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions as  a  whole  be  adopted.     Carried. 

Delegate  Tagen,  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Officers'  Report,  submitted 
the  following: 


To   the  Officers  and   Delegates   to   the 
23rd  Annual  Convention: 

Your  committee  on  Officers'  Report 
recommends  the  following: 

We  congratulate  your  officers  for 
their  magnificent  and  interesting  re- 
port, which  is  of  much  credit  to  the 
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Trad©  Union  movement,  which  we 
heartily  endorse  to  this  convention. 

"We  recommend  that  the  Secretary- 
be  instructed  to  issue  a  circular  to  all 
Unions  in  Massachusetts  of  the  record 
of  the  members  of  the  Senate  who 
voted  against  the  Turtle  Peaceful  Per- 
suasion Bill  asking  the  members  of 
organized  labor  to  assist  and  bring 
about  their  defeat. 

We  heartily  approve  of  the  Presi- 
dent's recommendation  in  selecting 
two  bills  under  the  name  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Branch  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  to  the  next  Legislature,  that 
would  be  of  interest  to  the  Trade 
Union  movement  of  this  State. 

We  recommend  to  this  convention  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  committee  who 
handled  the  Cohen  and  Driscoll  Testi- 
monial and  Fund  for  their  justifying 
and  noble  work,  in  the  interest  of  the 
families  of  our  officers  who  suffered 
from  that  terrible  accident  December 
the  5th,  1907. 

Your  committee  further  recommends 
that  your  Executive  Council  be  in- 
structed to  draft  suitable  resolutions 
to  his  Honor  Curtis  Guild,  Jr.,  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  for  his  noble 
and  excellent  action  in  behalf  of  Ed- 
ward Cohen,  President,  and  Dennis  D. 
Driscoll,  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  Ar- 
thur M.  Huddell,  now  a  delegate  to 
this  convention,  for  his  humane  acts 
which  left  a  very  fond  and  dear  feeling 
in  the  hearts  of  all  Trade  Unionists  in 
Massachusetts. 

We  further  recommend  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Hayes  Robbins,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Civic  Federation,  Kidder, 
Peabody  &  Company,  Musicians'  Union 
of  Boston,  and  the  Boston  press  for 
their  kindness  in  behalf  and  assistance 
to  the  Cohen  &  Driscoll  fund. 

The  Committee  recommends  the  mat- 
ter reported  by  the  President  in  refer- 
ence to  injunctions  and  Sherman  Anti- 
Trust  Law  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Resolutions. 

In  reference  to  the  report  by  Acting 
Secretary-Treasurer  we  heartily  en- 
dorse his  report  in  reference  to  re- 
questing the  Unions  in  Massachusetts, 
more  so  to  the  Unions  affiliated  with 
the  State  Branch,  to  subscribe  to  the 
fund  whereby  we  may  have  the  repre- 
sentatives of  our  organization  give 
more  time  and  work  to  force  better 
legislation  pertaining  to  organized  la- 
bor, while  we  believe  those  opposed  to 
labor  legislation  keep  their  men  all 
the.  time  to  bring  about  the  defeat  of 
labor  legislation.  We  heartily  agree 
with  the  Acting  Secretary-Treasurer 
that  this  work  cannot  be  done  with 
"hot  air,"  and  we  should  try  to  assist 


our  Executive  Council  to  carry  on 
their  good  work. 

Your  Committee  further  recommends 
that  the  Executive  Council  and  Legis- 
lative Committee  take  up  the  matter 
of  the  Civil  Service  laws  passed  at  the 
last  Legislature  to  have  the  same 
amended  so  that  the  wage  earner  may 
have  the  protection  that  all  laws 
should  give  to  the  toilers  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  if  Civil  Service  must 
exist  it  must  be  one  that  does  justice 
to  the  toilers  of  our  Commonwealth. 

We  further  recommend  that  this 
matter  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
Civil  Service  Commissioners  and  show 
to  them  the  injustice  of  the  new  rules 
recommended  by  them  and  adopted  by 
the  last  Legislature. 

We  further  recommend  and  heartily 
endorse  that  part  of  the  Acting  Secre- 
tary that  matter  in  raising  a  fund  for 
the  interest  of  Frank  K.  Foster  be  re- 
fered  to  the  Executive  Council  request- 
ing the  Secretary  to  issue  a  circular  at 
once  to  all  unions  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  requesting  the  various 
organizations  to  subscribe  to  the  same, 
also  to  request  the  Central  Labor 
Unions  in  Massachusetts  to  appoint  a 
sub-committee  to  visit  the  local  unions 
in  their  district  on  this  subject,  to  as- 
sist your  Executive  Council  in  making 
the  work  to  create  this  fund  a  success. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  Sec- 
retary be  requested  to  write  to  the 
various  Central  Labor  Unions  in  this 
State  to  urge  their  organizing  commit- 
tee to  have  meetings  in  their  district 
to  organize  the  unorganized  wage 
earners,  and  also  to  write  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  give  all  as- 
sistance possible  of  their  organizers  to 
accomplish  this  work,  and  also  urge 
the  President  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to 
write  to  the  many  international  unions 
to  give  all  assistance  in  their  power  to 
assist  the  Mass.  State  Branch  in  build- 
ing up  their  various  local  unions  in 
this  Commonwealth. 

Your  Committee  feels  no  better  se- 
lection could  be  made  to  fill  the  office 
of  Secretary-Treasurer  during  the  un- 
fortunate accident  to  Secretary  Dennis 
D.  Driscoll,  than  the  one  selected  by 
your  Executive  Council,  Martin  T. 
Joyce,  of  the  Boston  C.  L.  U.,  which 
work  we  feel  has  been  done  and  car- 
ried on  to  the  interest  of  this  organi- 
zation. We  feel  that  he  should  be 
remunerated  for  services  rendered  and 
your  Committee  recommends  this  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil. 

We  congratulate  your  officers  for 
their  interesting  report,  not  only  does 
honor  to  themselves  but  to  the  Trade 
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Union  Movement  of  which  your  Com- 
mittee approves  of  the  same. 
(Signed) 

GEORGE  F.  TAGEN, 
A.  M.  HUDDELL, 
JOHN  HALLOWELL, 
CHRIS.  MULLEN, 
JAMES  J.  ENGLISH, 
A.  W.  CLARK, 
BUELL  J.  SHORLEY. 
Motion  made  and  seconded  that  that 
part  of  the  report  recommending  the 
endorsement  of  two  bills  be  changed 
to  "four",  and  that  the  names  of  the 
governor,     lieutenant     governor     and 
other  officers  seeking  political  office,  be 
published  to  make  it  conform  with  the 
action  taken  by  this  convention. 

Committee  accepts  modification. 
Motion  carried. 

M.  A.  Murphy  of  the  Stablemens' 
Union  asks  privilege  of  the  floor. 
Granted.  Motion  made  and  seconded 
that  the  Teamsters'  Joint  Council  of 
Boston  wishes  State  Branch  to  handle 
matter  of  the  Baggage  Messenger 
Union,  11,639,  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  to  noti- 
fy our  Joint  Council  and  theirs  to  meet 
so  that  we  may  adjudicate  this  mat- 
ter.    Motion  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  fol- 
lowing communication,  received  from 
Firemens'  Association,  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Council: 

Whereas,  The  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  has,  by  law,  established 
Free  Employment  Offices  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  together  those  who 
seek  employment  and  those  who  de- 
sire to  employ,  free  of  expense  to  all; 
and 

Whereas,  It  has  come  to  our  knowl- 
edge that  certain  State  institutions 
hire  their  help  through  private  agen- 
cies where  the  employee  is  required  to 
pay  one  week's  pay  for  the  service 
rendered,  also  that  there  is  collusion 
between  the  private  agencies  ana  the 
hiring  officials;   therefore 

Be  it  resolved,  That  we  hereby  re- 
quest His  Excellency,  Governor  Curtis 
Guild,  Jr.,  to  require  that  all  of  the 
State  institutions  engage  their  help, 
when  consistent  with  Civil  Service 
rules  and  efficiency,  through  the  State 
Free  Employment  Offices. 

P.  J.  SHEEHAN, 
Pres.   and  Business  Agent,  Union  242. 
Motion  carried. 


Motion  made  and  seconded  that  we 
suspend  rules  and  continue  in  session 
until  business  of  convention  is 
finished.     Carried. 

Delegate  Curran  asked  the  privilege 
of  the  floor.  Granted.  Mr.  Curran 
spoke  at  length  in  reference  to  a  tes- 
timonial to  be  given  for  the  benefit  of 
Frank  K.  Foster,  stating  that  the 
Columbia  Theatre  management  would 
assist  in  the  work. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  whole 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Council  with  power  to  make  such  ar- 
rangement necessary  to  carry  on  this 
work.     Carried. 

Mr.  A.  Seaver  of  News  Paper  Writers 
No.  1,  was  given  the  privilege  of  the 
floor  to  address  the  convention  in 
behalf  of  supporting  a  labor  press. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  this  or- 
ganization endorse  the  proposition  call- 
ing for  a  news  medium  in  the  interest 
of  organized  labor.  Substitute  motion 
for  the  whole  by  Delegate  Brown  as 
follows:  That  we  commened  to  our 
local  unions  the  action  of  President 
Gompers  and  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  regard  to  the  Labor  Press. 
Carried. 

Motion  made  by  Delegate  Dullea  that 
the  Executive  Council  be  requested  to 
take  up  the  matter  of  increasing  the 
membership  of  affiliated  unions  with 
the  State  Branch.  Amended  by  Dele- 
gate Brown  that  the  unions  not  affili- 
ated with  the  State  Branch  be 
requested  by  a  letter  from  the  secre- 
tary-treasurer to  state  their  reasons 
for  not  becoming  affiliated,  and  stating 
whether  the  method  of  joining  the 
State  Branch  can  be  made  more  attrac- 
tive.    Carried. 

Vice-President  Wall  made  the  fol- 
lowing statement:  That  the  delegates 
shall  meet  at  one  o'clock  at  the  door 
of  Associate  Hall,  there  to  form  and 
march  in  a  body  escorting  the  remains 
of  our  late  brother  Jeremiah  Mahoney 
of  Springfield. 

Convention  adjourned  sine  die  at 
12.35  P.M. 

D.  D.  DRISCOLL, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
JAMES  R.  CROZIER, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


